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Mr. Chairman,

We align ourselves with the statement made by Algeria on behalf of the Group of 77 and
China

We have taken note of the Secretary General's various reports under this agenda item that
shed light on various aspects of women's advancement in different parts of the world as well as
further actions required to promote this cause in accordance with internationally agreed standards.
Regardless of their socio-cultural and economic milieus, women continue to be marginalized
worldwide and dependmg on how they are positioned within the social, economic and cultural
hierarchies of their societies, they face different forms of discrimination that affects their enjoyment
of universal human rights

Mr. Chairman,

We are pleased that within the UN framework, UN Women has acquired a firm footing.
With a well-rounded Strategic Plan, UN Women, under the able leadership of Madame Bachelet, is
making significant contributions to advancement and empowerment of women As a member of the
UN Women Executive Board, Pakistan helped shape this Strategic Plan We would remam steadfast
in our support to UN Women.

Mr. Chairman,

Our national vision for women empowerment is guided by the words of our foundmg father,
the Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ah Jmnah, who said that "no nation could ever be worthy of its
existence that could not take its women along with the men and no struggle could ever succeed
without women participating side by side with men".

Pakistan's Constitution guarantees full participation of women in all spheres of national life
To empower women, the government of Pakistan has taken various steps to promote their political,
economic, social and cultural rights Concrete steps have been taken to eliminate different forms of
discrimination against women Today, Pakistani women proudly participate m every field of life
ranging from agriculture to industry, business to armed forces and from legislation to policy making

Mr. Chairman,

Pakistan's pursuit of women's empowerment agenda is under a four-pronged strategy




