




seek assistance. This wide-spanning information aids in the formulation of more targeted

interventions and is essential in preventing the perpetuation of violence.

Interventions and activities implemented under the National Action Plan for the Prevention and

Management of Gender-Based Violence in Liberia are geared toward strengthening prevention

mechanisms and addressing the specific needs of survivors, including women and girls, and

people with disabilities who are vulnerable to gender-based violence, including sexual

exploitation and abuse. A Comprehensive one-stop service approach has been developed for

survivors; reporting and prosecution cases have been increased by 10 % thru referral case

management; psychosocial centers and safe homes are operational in three counties and plans are

underway for a gradual expansion to all counties. Economic empowerment programs for

survivors to start up small businesses and their access to an endowment fund managed through a

joint Government A IN Program on Gender-Based Violence, ensure that immediate needs of

survivors are met and provide long-term protection needs of the survivors who are unable to care

for themselves.

Mr. Chairman,

Leadership, prevention, awareness raising and advocacy on violence against women are at the

highest level of government. Public pronouncements and condemnation of all forms of violence



Mr. Chairman,

More broadly, we are continuing to integrate women's concerns in all of the national policies.

Our focus is to now gradually translate the various action plans to benefit women A

comprehensive survey is currently being conducted to harmonize the National Gender Policy

with the Gender Base National Action Plan and UN Security Council 1325 Action Plan in order

to enhance coherency and coordination in implementation. A sex-disaggregated baseline

methodology framework has facilitated the attainment of data collection contributing to better

service delivery and the overall goal of achieving gender equality.

The Ministry of Gender and Development with the support of multi-lateral and bi-lateral partners

have undertaken initiatives to improve the livelihood of women in the informal sector,

particularly women involved in cross-border trade and rural women, to increase women's access

to financial services through micro loans and social cash transfers, improve education for women

and girls, and to economically empower adolescent girls and young women through literacy and

small business training.

The implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 maintains a high priority on the

advancement agenda. Increasing women's participation and leadership role in all spheres of

government remains a continuous process. The 1325 Secretariat with UN Women's support,

mobilized women to increased their participation in the recent elections. Female aspirants were

trained in campaigning techniques and given financial support.

Mr. Chairman,

The efforts of my Government to achieve gender equality and advance the wellbeing of women

are not without challenges and setbacks. Interventions and implementation of programs are

hampered by inadequate human resource capacity, financial resource and budgetary constraints,

inefficient enforcement of policies and the lack of data and coordination. Nonetheless, the

commitment and political will provide the impetus and persistence to succeed.

I thank you.


