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ethnicity. Staff throughout the country have been re-trained on the use ‘
of the form. |

Madam Chair and members, the Ministry of Human Development
along with the Ministry of Health, and other key organizations such as
Haven House, Shelter for Battered Women, WIN-Belize, Alliance
Against AIDS and the National AIDS Commission continue to draw
public awareness to the link between HIV/AIDS and domestic
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that most infected with HIV/AIDS (ages 20-49). To address this
epidemic a National AIDS Comm1ss1on has been legally estabhshed
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Training organized by the Women’s Department which provided a
clear understanding of the concept of gender equality and of the
gender mainstreaming strategy.
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Over the last few years, particular pieces of legiélation were amended
or passed in seeking women’s empowerment. These initiatives include
the amendment of the Criminal Code to provide for the offence of



Thirteen years after The Domestic Violence Act was passed, the
Women’s Department spearheaded a review of the Act. From
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Volunteer, we met with representatives of agencies central to the
implementation of the Act. The interviews included people at all
levels of service including government officials, public officers,
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entitlement for female Public Officers instead of 12 weeks on full pay
and to ratify the revised ILO Convention No. 183 — Maternity
Protection Convention.
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draft amendments to existing legislation to raise the age of criminal
responsibility from 9 to 12 and to raise the age of marriage (with the
consent of the parents) from 14 to 16 years.

Madam Chair, we recognize that despite the many achievements,
much more needs to be done in our efforts to attain equality and
equity in Belize and to provide women with full access to Justice.
Limited human and financial resources are a major challenge
particularly when discussions about women’s issues are now being
debated against the perception of men at risk or marginalized. Limited
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms also pose a challenge and the

availability of data disaggregated by sex and the analysis of such, are
concemns.

Traditional stereotypes, attitudes and expectations of society continue
to pose challenges. Women’s daily reality of survival after domestic
abuse continues to be a major issue. Once women leave the shelter
they are often unable to support themselves and their children
ﬁnanmally Often this is a common reason Why they return into their




Our Government continues to rely on partnerships with NGO’s, civil
society groups, international partners and other stakeholders to
actively engage women, girls, men and boys in the promotion of
gender equality and eliminating violence against women and
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and in some cases we have made giant leaps, but our journey is far
from over. It has only begun. We constantly renew our pledge to
fulfill the goals and objectives of the Convention on the Elimination
of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women, the Beijing Platform
for Action, the Beijing +5 Outcomes Document, and the Millennium
Development Goals.
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