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  List of issues and questions with regard to the consideration 
of initial reports 
 
 

  Samoa 
 
 

  Introduction 
 
 

 The pre-session working group examined the combined initial, second and 
third periodic report of Samoa (CEDAW/C/WSM/1-3). 
 

  Articles 1 and 2 
 

1. On page 40 of the combined initial, second and third periodic reports of 
Samoa, the State party notes that, while article 15 of the Constitution prohibits “any 
laws and any actions by the State that discriminate against any person on the 
grounds of … sex”, it does not expressly prohibit discrimination against women 
committed by private institutions and individuals. Does the Government intend to 
introduce legislative measures that will prohibit both public and private acts of 
discrimination against women (such as the restrictions on women’s memberships in 
private clubs) (pp. 42 and 89)? 

2. The report states on page 41 that international law does not automatically 
become incorporated into national law. Although the Convention is binding on the 
State at the international level, it cannot be enforced through the local judicial 
system. Does the State party have any plans to pass legislation to make the 
Convention directly applicable in Samoa, and if so, when? Have any steps been 
taken to conduct a comprehensive analysis of court decisions to determine their 
compliance with the provisions of the Convention? 

3. Please indicate whether the recommendations included throughout the report 
and referred to in its introduction are measures that the Government envisages or is 
contemplating for implementation in the future. 

4. The report notes the need to “explore the viability of establishing an 
autonomous body to process complaints on violation of women’s rights or 
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alternatively propose an amendment to the functions of the Ombudsman to include 
this jurisdiction” (p. 43). What practical steps have been taken by the Government 
to establish a formal complaints procedure to deal with complaints of both public 
and private acts of gender discrimination and/or to expand the functional role of the 
Ombudsman? 

5. While the Ministry of Women Affairs is responsible for identification of 
gender discrimination in legislation and also works in conjunction with the Justice 
Department and non-governmental organizations to enhance women’s awareness of 
their rights through legal literacy training programmes, the report notes that women 
in Samoa “are not really conscious of gender barriers because they do not feel that 
discrimination is intrinsic in the system” (p. 41). Throughout the report, there are a 
number of references to the importance of plain language translation of the 
Convention and monitoring reports as well as training programmes that should be 
developed and/or strengthened to raise women’s awareness of both the Convention 
and their concomitant rights (pp. 32, 33, 43, 44, 47 and 48). Please provid
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  Article 5 
 

10. Traditional communities continue to operate under a hierarchical class system 
within which women have varying levels of prominence accoa d i t  ( p p ch  10.  

 c l s u h 0 . 
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provision of information about risks and protective measures, prosecution of 
traffickers, training of border officials, rehabilitation and safe repatriation measures 
for victims. 
 

  Articles 7 and 8 
 

16. The report notes that although women have equal rights with men to hold family 
chiefly titles, it is general practice to bestow chiefly titles on men. Ms7Tj
10.3273 6m
( 997/r3442 358.98335 8 Tm
( practi)Tj
10.32734750 10.02 241.66158 on,.27997 T 101 Tc 0.2093 Tw 10.3273 0 0 10.056.90622 671“becausem
(17.28 Tm
(fl)Tj
10.3273 0 0265ha).056.90622 671y p28 onequal7 Tm
(ation)Tj
10.3273 0c 811.02 056.90622 671h is general)Tj
10.3273 030 10.02 056.90622 671 617.28 Tm
(c Tm
(ce to )Tj
10.3273 037/r805  056.90622 671 Tmar279l
(bestow chi)Tj
10.3273 33.69202 056.90622 671g(bestow chi)Tj
10.3273 3 0 10.62 056.90622 671ibl Tm
(nd safe )Tj
10.3273 0 0 r8082 056.90622 671.28rus os pol
(bestow chi)Tj
10.327341 0 1 102 056.90622 671.ic Tmc279id.28 Tm
(repat)Tj
10.3273 0 02162 056.90622 671617.28 Tm
(e)Tj
10.3273r800 16282 056.90622 671s,997 Tm
( of)Tj
10.3273 0 0  10.02056.90622 671 27997 Tm
4a)Tj
0.00171 Tc 0.2093 Tw 10.3273 0 0 105936.90612 640t2799a8 Tm
( practi)Tj
10.3273 0 0 344605936.90612 640os, t997 Tm.287 Tm is generalnd safe 7 Tm
2amp. 50).with men to repat

 practi practi practind safe a) oTm
( practi)Tj
10.3273 0 0 225050 0 80 10 6717 Tm
(hold f)Tj
10.32731556.2 0 050 0 80 10 671Tm2Tm
( practi)Tj
10.3273 06.55278050 0 80 10 671e CTm
( practi)Tj
10.3273 81.33741050 0 80 10 671onv Tt.28,997 Tm
( of)Tj
10.3273227.10.0 050 0 80 10 671Ts28 Tm
(ce to )Tj
10.3273 4200. 10050 0 80 10 671port m2Tm
( practi)Tj
10.327320 097061250 0 80 10 671e pr Tm
( practi)Tj
10.3273 89.69638050 0 80 10 671nTm
( practi)Tj
10.32732950 1660050 0 80 10 671cam
(nd safe )Tj
10.3273 02 92 00050 0 80 10 671ple , t9l
gam
(nd safe )Tj
10.3273 500 1761250 0 80 10 671bm
(nd safe )Tj
10.3273 55. 1035050 0 80 10 671i17.28 Tm
(fl)Tj
10.3273 0 063901050 0 80 10 671ity fort9l7.28 Tm
(fl)Tj
10.3273 9 0 1501050 0 80 10 671e28 oTm
( practi)Tj
10.327340 033 0 050 0 80 10 671Tm.28alt is generaln
0.0.and safe  practibestow chiece to  practiET
EMC 
/P < < /MCID 5 > >BDC 
BT
/TT
10 Tfn
0.0.59a

 practihold fhold f practice to ation practind safe bestow chie practie practi practi practi p r a c t i  o f  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i n d  s a f e   p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i p r a c t i  p r a c t i a t i o n a t i o n a t i o n  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i n d  s a f e  a t i o n  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i a t i o n a t i o n a t i o n c e  t o  n d  s a f e   p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i f l  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i a t i o n  p r m 
 4 1 2 3 j 
 0 . 0 7 3 3 6 c  0 . 0 6 4 4 1  T w  1 0 . 3 2 7 3  0  h v 1 0 8 4 0 5 2 7 4 7 3 9 2 4 2 6 7 1  2 7 e  j u d i c i a r y m 
 ( c e  t o  ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  3 1 3 5 7 0 . 6 0 5 3  4 7 3 9 2 4 2 6 7 1  2 7 a i t s m o  n l 7  T m 
 ( a t i o n ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  0 3 4 0 5 9 6 9 9 a 5 0 4 7 3 9 2 4 2 6 7 1  2 7 e r a c t 7 9 G o 7 a c u t T n d  s a f e  f l a t i o n a t i o n  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i a t i o n  p r a c t i  p r a c t i c e  t o   p r a c t i c e  t o  p . 7 0  m 
 ( a t i o n ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  0 3 4 0 7 2 9 0 0 1 6 7 4 7 8 0 1 0  3 6 7 1  2 7 ) ?  
 ( c e E T 
 E M C  
 / P  < < / M C I D  6  > > B D C  
 B T 
 / T T . 3 2  T f T m 
 1 1 0 c  0 . 0 6 4 4 1  T w  1 0 . 3 2 7 3  0  0  1 0 5 2 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 1 8 . 
 (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  8  0 4 7 2 8 7 3 0 9 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 T G o 7 r e p o r t 
 (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  8  0 9 7 3  8 4 3 2 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 n m (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3 2 9  0 v 0  7 6 2 7 9 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 t m 2 7 9 G o 7 p 8  T m 
 ( f l ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  9  2 4 7 2 0 5 1 5 6 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 a 8  T m 
 ( f l ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  9  2 5 0 2 8 4 4 8 9 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 r t ( n d  s a f e  ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  0 2 2 6 0 . 6 2 6 3 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 c n d  s a f e  ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  0 2 2 6 5 5 0 6 7 4 3 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 ( n d  s a f e  ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  0 2 2 6 8 . 4 8 9 4 4 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 p 8  T m 
 ( f l ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  9  2 2 3 . 8 0 5 2 6 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 a 8  T m 
 m 2 T 
 ( c e  t o  ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  3 1 3 1 2 . 1 6 9 5 3 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 w m (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3 2 9  3 2 8 0 2 0 0 6 4 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 t T i l 7  T m 
 0 5 e ( n d  s a f e  ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  5 0 0 8 5 5 1 9 4 5 2 7 4 6 3 9 2 4 2 6 8 7 1  2 7 p l o m a 8  c  s n d  s a f e   p r a c t i c e  t o   p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i f l  p r a c t i a t i o n a t i o n  p r a c t i c e  t o   p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i a t i o n  p r a c t i  p r a c t i a t i o n p . 7 0 4 9 7  T m 
 4 1 2 2 j 
 0 2 5 0 2 9 6 4  0 . 0 6 4 4 1  T w  1 0 . 3 2 7 3  0  3 0 9 5 0 6 0 4 6 7 4 3 7 0 1 0  4 4 7 1 i n . ) . 
 (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  8  3 2 3 9 3 7 6 1 9 7 4 3 7 0 1 0  4 4 7 1 i n . W h i l e T m 
 0 5 s m a l l  s i z e  m 2 T m 
 e  f o r e ( n d  s a f e  ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  5 0 8 2 6 6 1 8 5 9 4 7 4 3 7 0 1 0  4 4 7 1 i n . g n 9 9 7  T m 
 4 1 6 9 T j 
 0 2 5 0 1 9 2 0 c  0 . 0 6 4 4 1  T w  1 0 . 3 2 7 3  0  0  1 0 5 2 7 4 2 8 0 2 0  4 7 7 1 i n . s e r v ( n d  s a f e  ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  5 0 1 4 7 0 1 4 5 6 c  4 2 8 0 2 0  4 7 7 1 i n . c T  i s 7 r e c o g n i z e 
 (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 3 0 T r k 9 4 7 5 1 2 5 2 . 4 0 5 3 4  4 2 8 0 2 0  4 7 7 1 i n . ,  p l e a s o 7 p r o v i 
 (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 3 0 T r k 9 4 7 5 1 2 8 4 9 6 6 3 9 T j 4 2 8 0 2 0  4 7 7 1 i n . T m 
 ( a t i o n ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  9 5 . 8 8 0 4 0 5 2 4  4 2 8 0 2 0  4 7 7 1 i n . s i n f m (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3 2 9  3 1 6 0 5 2 0 c  4 2 8 0 2 0  4 7 7 1 i n . r m a 8  m (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3 2 9  3 3 9 . 5 9 5 0 6  4 2 8 0 2 0  4 7 7 1 i n . n 7 r e g (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3 2 9  3 6 3 . 4 4 7 2 7  4 2 8 0 2 0  4 7 7 1 i n . a 8  T m 
 ( f l ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  9  3 6 6 6 1 8 8 6  4 2 8 0 2 0  4 7 7 1 i n . r d i n g T m 
 (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3 2 0 3 4 0 4 9 7 4 8 5 7  4 2 8 0 2 0  4 7 7 1 i n . 0 5 s p e c i f  c  r o s  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i  p r a c t i n d  s a f e  f l  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i a t i o n n d  s a f e  c i p a t T  
 ( c e  t o  ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  3 1 0 4 3 . 0 2 8 T 9 7 4 0 3 9 2 4 2 5 3 7 1 i n . i n 9 ( 8  7  T a 8  T m r 9 7  T m 
 4 1 2 4 j 
 0 2 5 0 0 1 1 5 0  0 . 0 6 4 4 1  T w  1 0 . 3 2 7 3  0  2 4 5 . 8 8 0 7 T j 4 0 3 9 2 4 2 5 3 7 1 i n . l  o r n d  s a f e  ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  0 2 2 6 0 . 6 3 5 1 2 7 4 0 3 9 2 4 2 5 3 7 1 i n . g a n ( n d  s a f e  ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  0 2 2 2 9 5 2 0 8 6 2 7 4 0 3 9 2 4 2 5 3 7 1 i n . z a 8  m (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3 2 9  3 0 5 0 2 3 9 9 T j 4 0 3 9 2 4 2 5 3 7 1 i n . m s l  i t (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  8  3 2 6 6 1 6 8 8 1 j 4 0 3 9 2 4 2 5 3 7 1 i n . T m 
 0 5 s p 8  T m 
 ( f l ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  9  3 5 6 . 6 8 5 3 3 j 4 0 3 9 2 4 2 5 3 7 1 i n . e c i f  (  p r a c t i ) T j 
 1 0 . 3 2 7 3 2 9  3 7 6 . 0 0 6 4 2 7 4 0 3 9 2 4 2 5 3 7 1 i n . c n d  s a f e  a t i o n  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i a t i o n c e  t o   p r a c t i a t i o n a t i o n  p r a c t i c e  t o  c e  t o   p r a c t i n d  s a f e  c e  t o  
 p r a c t i a t i o n  p r a c t i  p r a c t i n d  s a f e   p r a c t i  p r a c t i f l  p r a c t i  p r a c t i n d  s a f e   p r a c t i  p r a c t i a t i o n a t i o n a t i o n  p r a c t i a t i o n  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i n d  s a f e   p r a c t i  p r a c t i a t i o n  p r a c t i  p r a c t i  p r a c t i f l n d  s a f e  f l n d  s a f e  n d  s a f e  n d  s a f e   p r a c t i  p r a c t i n d  s a f e  a t i o n n d  s a f e  n d  s a f e   p r a c t i  p r a c t i z e n s h i p  l e g i s s  g e n e r a l n d  s a f e  a t i o n t w 0  5 2 7 1 i n . n 9  i t  (  p r a c t i ) T i T ( z e n s h i p  l e g i s s  g e n e r a l 5 s  T E p 1 9 5 1 0 . 3 2 7 3  50062.64551726901c052042j287010 07j1in.ArT(neen Tm
410.3273 50062.6455172690726.273 02319.753467269010 0ain.m( practi)Tj
10.327329 344.42
10.3273/r3438598367269010 07j1in.50e0h010 6771in. abouTm
(ation07902194e ny3.9 42
10.s410.3273 91358521321725701u3/rbouT6726ss in.cnd safe )Tj
10.3273572574271i725701u3/rbouTTm
(ation)Tj
10.3273 95.6562.6010 25701u3/rbouTsracti)Tj
10.327329 364.721779.44521725701u3/rbouTm( practi)Tj
10.327329 0098094821725701u3/rbouTeir mve97 Tm
4124j
025001Tj
73 69979i725701u3/rbouTTm
(ation)Tj
10.3273 95216542269025701u3/rbouT pra)Tj
10.3273 50246.37269010 6789i725701u3/rbouTTm
(ation)Tj
10.3273 95290110 19i725701u3/rbouT7j1ind safe 25.8938631725701u3/rbouTes  p8 Tm
(fl)Tj
10.3273 9 73 05531725701u3/rbouTj
10.3273 0225856836872973 650101725701u3/rbouT f p8 Tm
(fl)Tj
10.3273 9 16.455169025701u3/rbouTreig8m
(ation)Tj
10.3273 91838.121510 25701u3/rbouT orig safe n4210 25701u3/rbouT 
/P <</MCID 9 >>BDC 
BT
321TT.32 TfTm
4122j
0250464870.06441 Tw 10.3273 0 0 105230.3807j1in.20. nd safe nd 80.9526331 10.3273 02043985297j287012in.9.clend safe26331 10.3273 02054.15556j28702in.9.clen safe26331 10.3273 02057285579724979i72in.9.clenET
EMC 
/P <</MCID 10 >>BDC 
BT3527012in.9.clend049939
10.34998 0 10527080503549i72in.9.clen1049939
10.34998 0 10527060.32010172in.9.clen0049939
10.34998 0 10527067.33592012in.9.clend0499 nd safe  practi







 

 CEDAW/PSWG/2005/I/CRP.1/Add.7

36. The report indicates that rural women live under “conditions of conformity” 
not faced by women living in urban centres (p. 22). Kindly explain this statement. 
 

  Articles 15 and 16 
 

37. With regard to the issue of teenage pr


