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Madame President,

There are over 1.1 billion people living in abject poverty in our world today. Well
over 100 million children do not attend school.

It is true that there has been progress. The number of extremely poor has declined by
130 million since 1990. Since the Monterrey Conference in 2001, aid has increased by
over 50 billion US dollars.

The World Summit gave increased attention to development issues, forging a vital
link between security, development and human rights in the fight against poverty.

But this is not enough.

If we are to implement the Millennium Development Goals by 2015, we have to do
more.

The primary responsibility lies with the developing countries themselves — they are in
charge. Good governance must be the guiding principle at all levels.

Donor countries should actively support the efforts of the developing countries to
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to increase their participation in international trade.

The High-level Panel on UN System wide Coherence provides a unique opportunity
to revitalize the support of the United Nations to the developing countries. If the
UN can become more effective at country level, it will be able to mobilize more
resources and ensure that they will reach the countries in need.

Madame President,

Sweden has always given high priority to the strengthening of the United Nations.
During this session, it is essential that we stay focused on implementing the decisions
already taken, and continue to seek agreement on outstanding issues from the
Summit.

We created the Peacebuilding Commission as a tool to assist countries to manage the
difficult transition from post-conflict situations. The country-specific commissions

should now deliver results, to begin with in Burundi and Sierra Leone.

The Human Rights Council must be a body that reacts firmly against violations of



That is why we adopted the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy in the General
Assembly a couple of weeks ago. It sends a strong political message that terrorismis
unacceptable in all its forms and manifestations, committed by whomever, wherever
and for whatever purposes, as it constitutes one of the most serious threats to
international peace and security. This strategy should now be implemented, with full
respect for human rights.
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The world needs a stronger and more effective UN. In order for this to happen, we
need to make further progress in Secretariat and management reform. While a
number of initial steps were taken during the past year, some key reform proposals
have been deferred to the 61st Session. They need to be fully implemented.

Madame President,
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unchanged. If we want its decisions to be genuinely accepted as legitimate and |
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