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I wish to congratulate you, Madame President, and wish you the greatest
success in this new General Assembly
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announce that Colombia was beginning an era of democratic security. I explained why
security in our time is a democratic value that freedoms cannot prosper without, and
also a source of resources, in whose absence, investment does not flow and the
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Four years ago, I explained to you why our concept of securty is
democratic, and thus, deserves the support and confidence of all peoples and that of
the United Nations.

I am aware that I could not address you today to propose a theory on
democratic security; the opportunity to be President of my Countty for four years
compels me to present the results of this policy. Colombia has held four general
elections and countless local elections. The Referendum, the election of mayors and
governors in 2003, were events that tested our democratic meaning of security. This
year, the Presidential and congressional elections, highly threatened by terrorists and
held on two separate dates, were nonetheless among the most peaceful in many
decades. All political alternatives enjoyed effective guarantees regardless of their level
of supportt for ot opposition to the Government.

Under democratic security, Colombia has elected mayors, governors and
members of Congress of all tendencies. Security has contained terrorism and allowed
the free expression of democracy.

There is still more to be done in security and a definitive peace is not yet
within reach hnt nrooress in nindeniable The effective nrotectHon of Calamhianc
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effectiveness and transparency. Consequently, human nghts are an imperative o
security. In recent years, our public security forces has grown by 30%, military
operations have tripled, and, simultaneously, complaints against public security forces
have been reduced by 38%. These facts gain greater importance, as we ate a Country
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In spite 0 f the way still ahead of us, the most important achievement 15

the positive valuation that citizens give to secutity and the collective determination to
consolidate it.



support to overcome it. It is time for the intetnational community to urgently call on
violent groups to make peace without any more delays. The Government is as firm in
implementing security, as it is rigorous in respecting democratic rules, and open and
generous in looking for peace. A sincere willingness for peace will not face
governmental obstacles to reach a definitive reconciliation.

The international communj t. in_a mare_decisive way. sinbort_our

security policy. In this manner the results of overcoming violence and looking for
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fundamental aspects which differentiate them from old guetrillas in other Latin
American countries. This criminal, bottomless and autonomous financing: is the main
—nhstaclg to peace —

In the fight against illicit drugs, T express with anguish that progtess has
been small when compated to the sactifice made by the people of Colombla and the
willingness of the Government to eradicate them.

The efforts made in the number of extradited citizens, the confiscation
of illicit wealth, and sprayed ateas ate enormous; but the results are not proportional.
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which will reach 70,000 hectares of coca destroyed.

o

Production and consumption require a global commitment that
transcends formal declarations, so as to increasingly apply programs that reflect
actions of shared responsibility.

There are successful alternative development projects. A few weeks ago,
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