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Madam President, distinguished delegates,

1. Five years after the destruction of the Twin Towers and just a few days after the
commemoration of this terrible tragedy, I would like to extend my deepest sympathy
to the people of this great city, which serves as mankind’s meeting point.
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I spoke of freedom of expression and freedom of religion. Today I should like to
revisit this theme. But: in addxtlon I w111 discuss the relatlonshlp between ﬁghtmg
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8. Anti-terrorism measures can only be effective if adopted within the context of the
human rights commitments we have undertaken Ultimately, our defence should not
come at the expense of the very values upon which our societies are founded. Our
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pragmatic approach would be to opt for a temporary solution that could be modified
after, say, ten years. The world is dynamic and the Security Council’s composition

should reflect this. The geopolitical realities of today might not be the geopolitical
realities of tomorrow.

Madam President,

26. We should focus on the longer-term gains we all benefit from, rather than on short-
term progress at the expense of others. Let us work to make the United Nations

operate in a less antagonistic way. We have successfully tried that in the Group of
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the Netherlands, engage in constructive debate to arrive at solutions that are acceptable
to all. '

27. The United Nations is beset by problems that require major reforms. We are united by
the opportunities and challenges of our time. In promoting peace and stability, in
debatine human richts issues. or in combatinge extreme poverty. we are compelled to



