


South Africa, Taiwan, and the United States amo ng othe rs, are offe ring degree s in future s studies.  
Universit ie s, NGOs and com panie s are no w offe ring sho rt co urses for adult s in strate gic fo re sight.  
The University of Housto n and its spino ff, Foresight Fun dam e ntals, alo ne have serv e d almo st 2,000 
adult s since 2009.  We are teaching adult s ho w to deal with the unce rtain future, but we are no t 
sharing these skills with young peo ple in their schoo ls where they spend most of their tim e.  

 

Pact for the Future 

At least three of the Policy Briefs suppo rt ing the Summit of the Future deal with this to pic:  


· 



Conclusion 

Young people’s participation in policy making would be more substantial and 
meaningful if they have learned how to think about, discuss and influence the future 
before they participate.  Futures literacy is also useful for other parts of their lives, 
such as career planning, their contribution at work, and their general participation in 
governance as citizens. 

In 2016, Teach the Future participated in Education 2030, an OECD initiative to 
identify learning objectives focused on skills more than just information.  Some of the 
skills the OECD identified were creativity, critical thinking, problem solving, goal 
setting and decision making (OECD Future of Education and Skills 2030 Concept 
Note, 2019), all of which are attributes of futures literacy.  Teach the Future can 
continue in that direction and use its work there to include futures literacy in the 
standard curriculum on behalf of the UN’s mission in education. 

So far po lic y makers and educato rs hav e focuse d on the future of  e ducatio n, which is welcom e d.  At 
the sam e time, howe ve r, we sho uld include yo ung people in th e  discuss io n by putt ing future s into  
e ducatio n , by making it an explic it part of the curric ulum.  


