Two-year anniversary of the UN Secretary-General’s Acton Agenda on Internal Displacement
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Two years afer the launch of the UN Secretary-General’s Acton Agenda on Internal Displacement,
there has been signifcant progress towards its common vision and objectves. As members of the UN
Steering Group on Solutons to Internal Displacement, we are commited to build on the momentum
which has been achieved. However, internal displacement remains an issue deserving urgent atenton,
and much more remains be done to support the almost 76 million people currently internally displaced
worldwide.

The Acton Agenda was the Secretary-General’s response to the High-Level Panel on Internal
Displacement, which was requested by 57 member states. It called for a change in approach,
recognizing solutons to internal displacement as a development priority in which natonal ownership
is critcal, and for greater engagement of development, peace and climate actors. The Secretary-
General appointed a Special Adviser on Solutons to Internal Displacement to coordinate the Acton
Agenda and mobilize stronger, one-UN approaches to enhance preventon, response and solutons to
internal displacement. Two years on, we can see the diference on several fronts, most strikingly in
government leadership.

We have worked closely with natonal and local authorites commited to fnding solutons to internal
displacement in 15 afected pilot countries. We have placed emphasis on whole-of-society and people-
centered processes, recognizing that people should have a say in determining their own futures. We
have seen a new generaton of Government-owned displacement solutons strategies emerge,
anchored in development approaches. The Governments of Nigeria, Irag, Somalia, Colombia, Libyaand
Ethiopia (Somali Region) have collectvely commited to place 8.5 million internally displaced persons
and recent returnees on solutons pathways. Going forward, we will contnue to support Governments
to design and implement soluto



displaced people within Sudan, the highest number ever recorded in one country. Stepped-up acton
on preventon is critcal to reverse this trend, and to ensure that internal displacement is more frmly
anchored in the fnal push to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. A dedicated Forum of
some kind for Member States and other key stakeholders to hold ongoing dialogue on internal
displacement, and to collectvely take stock of progress and drive joint priorites, is stll required. The
need for development fnancing, of the type and scale required to realize solutons on the ground,
remains unmet.

On its second anniversary, the vision and commitments in the Secretary General’s Acton Agenda are
as pressing as ever to Iif millions out of displacement and prevent further displacement. While we
have seen progress, this only represents the beginning of a process of change to be sustained. Beyond
2024, when the mandate of the Special Adviser will come to an end, Steering Group members will
ensure that we do not lose the gains we have achieved over the past 2 years, most importantly for the
millions who remain internally displaced people worldwide.
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