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Third, the study empirically explored the relationship between selected stakeholder characteristics and maize prices. 
Controlling for geographical location, the study found a positive and statistically significant relationship between farmer 
maize sale prices and whether they sell maize in grain (versus cob) form, cooperative membership, ownership of 
storage, and duration of maize storage; and a negative relationship between prices and whether a farmer receives 
trader-supplied inputs. Similarly, the study foun
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Programme of the workshop 
14:00–14:15   Opening session 
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16:15–17:45  2nd Session  

Policies for Strengthening the Maize Value Chain in Lao People's Democratic Republic and its Integration into Regional 
Value Chains 

Fostering a successful and sustainable agricultural export sector can be an important tool for development. However, the policy 
efforts to strengthen agricultural value chains like maize are multi-dimensional effort that spans different aspects of policy 
action. During this session, we will discuss the existing policy framework at the national and subnational levels for strengthening 
the maize value chain for export, as well as how the findings from the project can contribute to ongoing and future policy efforts 
in that direction in Lao People's Democratic Republic. 

Moderator: Mr. Chantha Thipphavongphanh, Director General, Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

16:15 – 17:15 Presentations  

Policy perspectives for fostering the maize value chain for export in Lao People's Democratic Republic  

Mr. Xaysomphet Norasingh, Director General, Department of Production and Trade Promotion, Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce  

Support policies to promote and strengthen producer groups (farmer cooperatives)  

Mr. Somboun Vongphet, Director of Cooperative Promotion Division – Department Rural Development and 
Cooperative  

Support policies to strengthen productive finance for farmers and traders   

Mr. Phetanong Insarn-Deputy Director of SMEs Promotion Fund - SMEs Department, MOIC  

Provincial policies pertaining to the Maize Value Chain: current situation and perspectives  

Oudomxay Province 

 Mr. Singdala Sonethwnou – Provincial Industry and Trade 

 Mr. Somesanouk Phongsavad – Provincial Agriculture and Forest  

Xayaboury Province 

 Mr. Chanpheng Phanthou Amat, Director Provincial Industry and Trade 

 Mr. Inthavong Khamphout – Deputy Provincial Agriculture and Foresty  

Xiengkhuang Province 

 Mr. Bounkhong Nanthavong Deputy Provincial Industry and Trade 

 Mr. Chanthala Viengkham, Deputy of Agriculture and Forestry  

17:15 – 17:45 General discussion with participants 

17:45–17:55   Closing session 

Mr. Xaysomphet Norasingh, Director General, Department of Production and Trade Promotion, Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce.  

Mr. Rodrigo Cárcamo, Project Coordinator, Division of International Commodities and Trade, UNCTAD  


