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multi-stakeholder mobilization and inter-agency support.  Ms. Ogunbiyi also was 

appointed as High-level Champion for the Dialogue.  

 

6. A broad and inclusive consultative process yielded key inputs for the Dialogue. This 

process was structured around 5 Themes: energy access; energy transitions; enabling 

SDGs through inclusive, just transitions; innovation, technology and data; and finance 

and investment. 

 

7. By engaging as Global Theme Champions, 30 Member States (Annex 1) took the 

initiative and spearheaded advocacy efforts on their Theme. Importantly, the Global 

Theme Champions led the way by developing Energy Compacts early on, inspiring 

others to follow suit.  

 

8. Technical Working Groups composed of more than 160 multi-stakeholder experts and 

co-led by 16 UN agencies (Annex 2) and other relevant international organizations were 

established to provide the substantive groundwork for the Dialogue. These Working 

Groups developed five Theme Reports, including sets of key policy recommendations 

(Annex 3), as technical inputs for the High-level Dialogue. 

 

9. Throughout the consultations, UN-Energy provided technical contributions and inter-

agency support. In particular, UN-Energy member organizations guided the Technical 

Working Groups in their consultations, both through their roles as Co-Leads and by 

providing expert advice. UN-Energy member organizations also strongly supported the 

Ministerial-level Thematic Forums through high-level engagement and the 

organization of various side-events. 

 

10. A series of virtual public briefings were held in the lead-up to the Dialogue in order to 

/en/hlde-2021/page/theme-reports
https://sdgs.un.org/publications/stakeholders-thematic-e-consultation-HLDE-summary-report
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governments and other leaders from business, cities, civil society and youth 

organizations. The Forums provided participants with an opportunity to discuss the 

inputs for the High-level Dialogue and to showcase solutions and partnerships. A 

s

file:///C:/Users/mniem/AppData/Local/Temp/Summary_of_the_Ministerial_Thematic_Forums_for_the_High-level_Dialogue_on_Energy.pdf
/en/conferences/energy2021/RESOURCES
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IV. Opening 

 
19. In his opening remarks, UN Secretary-General António Guterres highlighted four 

priorities for achieving SDG 7 and net-zero emissions: closing the energy access gap; 

decarbonizing energy systems; mobilizing predictable finance at scale; and ensuring no 

one is left behind through a just and equitable transition. He emphasized that the Energy 

Compacts provide an opportunity to work towards this sustainable energy future and 

noted that UN-Energy will continue to drive action through the UN system. 

 

20. H.E. Abdulla Shahid, President of the 76th session of the General Assembly, noted that 

energy still remains a luxury for millions of people and stressed the need to ensure 

access to energy. 

 

21. Ms. Chebet Lesan, CEO, BrightGreen Kenya, called for substantially increased 

investment in the clean cookstove industry to facilitate innovation and build data. 

Making a strong case for this sector, she stressed the need for private sector risk capital.  

 

22. Mr. Francesco Starace, CEO, Enel Group, urged aligning pandemic recovery funds 

with climate transition goals and not financing energy systems that can become 

stranded assets. 

 

V. Leadership Dialogue Session 1: Accelerating Action to Achieve Universal 

Access and Net-zero Emissions  
 

23. As chair of this session, Mr. Achim Steiner, Administrator of the United Nations 

Development Programme, emphasized that the lack of access of so many to modern 

and affordable energy is an unacceptable situation and one that can be solved with the 
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efforts through low-carbon development is an urgent matter. It was noted that this can 

only be achieved through a shift to a system-level paradigm that not only embraces 

greater commitment and innovation but also challenges the habitual ways in which 

energy-access policy and investments are directed.  

 

26. It was noted that energy policy, planning, financing and innovation must be fully 

aligned with reaching universal access to both electricity and clean cooking by 2030. 

More attention needs to be paid in particular to providing access to clean cooking fuels 

and technology. To this end, an international day on clean cooking was proposed as to 

raise awareness, political will, and resources. It was also noted that achieving universal 

access to electricity will require both grid expansion and off
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pointed out key elements of a global roadmap for accelerated SDG7 action: closing the 

energy access gap for the 760 million who lack access; ensuring clean cooking 

solutions; scaling up financing for clean energy solutions; leveraging synergies with 

other SDGs to pursue a just and inclusive energy transition; and dramatically scaling 

up action. 

 

VI. Leadership 
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34. It was pointed out that the most vulnerable countries—in particular, African countries, 

least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing 

states—deserve special attention, as do countries in situations of conflict or post-

conflict. Investments in sustainable energy in these countries will have a significant 

positive impact across different SDGs and exemplify the true spirit of leaving no one 

behind. 

 

VII. Leadership Dialogue Session 3: Catalysing Finance and Investment  
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40. As chair of this session, Ms. Ogunbiyi highlighted the impressive scale of commitments 

achieved through the Energy Compacts, while pointing out that further ambition is 

needed, particularly regarding access to clean cooking fuels and technology. She 

emphasized that she is looking forward to many more commitments and action on the 

ground during the coming decade to achieve SDG7. 

 

41. Member States emphasized the utility of the Energy Compacts as a key vehicle to 

translate ambitions and key recommendations into concrete actions in specified 

timelines and locations. By mobilizing voluntary commitments from Member States 

and non-state actors, such as regional and local governments, companies, NGOs, and 

others, the Energy Compacts provide an effective tool for driving wholistic and 

inclusive action.  

 

42. It was noted that the ground-breaking announcement of over 150 Energy Compacts at 

the High-level Dialogue on Energy testifies to the unprecedented momentum created 

by this process of mobilizing voluntary commitments from Member States and other 

key stakeholders from the business sector, subnational governments and civil society.  

 

43. It was noted that while the Energy Compacts have already reached impressive levels 

of voluntary commitments, this will not yet be sufficient to reach SDG7 in support of 

the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement. Rather, additional voluntary commitments, 

including through the Energy Compacts should be mobilized. Moreover, it was pointed 

out that the Energy Compacts announced require follow-up and should be monitored. 

The Energy Compacts should be seen as living documents.  

 

IX. Special Session: Raising collective ambition on SDG 7 and climate action  
 

44. Speakers urged to dramatically scale up action in support of SDG7 and net-zero 

emissions across the board. Every stakeholder has an important role to play in this 

global endeavour. It was noted that Member States and other stakeholders can drive the 

global energy transformation by forming transformational partnerships. UN entities, 

international organizations and multilateral development banks, as well as businesses, 

civil society, science, city and regional governments and other stakeholders, must step 

up and strengthen their efforts in support of low carbon development towards SDG7 

and net-zero emissions.  

 

45. It was emphasized that in an increasingly interconnected world, we need global 
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46. In his closing remarks, Mr. Liu Zhenmin, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and 

Social Affairs and the Secretary-General of the High-level Dialogue on Energy recalled 

that one of the outcomes of the Dialogue will be a global roadmap towards SDG7 and 

net-zero emissions. Highlighting the impressive commitments made in the Energy 

Compacts developed thus far, he underlined that a strengthened UN-Energy will 

continue to support mobilization of more Energy Compacts in the years to come. 

 

47. UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed stressed the four priorities for SDG7 

action: closing the energy access gap and cutting it in half by 2015; decarbonizing the 

energy sector including by tripling solar and wind capacity by 2030, building no new 

coal plants, and redirecting fossil fuel subsidies to renewables; mobilizing predictable 

finance at scale and promoting technology transfer, including by tripling annual 

investment in renewables and energy efficiency; and leaving no one behind. 

Mohammed highlighted the impressive commitments of together over USD 400 billion 

made in the 150 Energy Compacts announced at the Dialogue and promised the 

continuing support of UN-Energy in the follow-up to the Dialogue.   

 

XI. Outcomes 

 
48. Global roadmap for accelerated SDG7 action in support of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on climate change: As a key 

outcome of the Dialogue, the Secretary-General issued a forward-looking summary of 

the Dialogue in form of a global roadmap for accelerated SDG7 action in support of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on climate 

change. Importantly, the roadmap contains a selection of milestones to be achieved by 

2025 and 2030 regarding universal energy access and energy transition. The roadmap 

/en/energycompacts/page/registry
/en/energycompacts/page/registry
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50. This level of commitments on SDG7 is unprecedented in history. The powerful 

momentum created by the Energy Compacts will contribute strongly to the 

implementation of the UN Decade on Sustainable Energy for All, 2014-2024, and to 

global climate action in support of the UNFCCC COP 26. 

 

XII. Way Forward 
 

51. The Dialogue made clear that SDG7 is within reach. The transformation of the world’s 

energy systems is already under way and is being accelerated by advances in 
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ocean, science, technology and innovation, transport and water, should be leveraged to 

accelerate SDG 7 action. The follow up to the Dialogue should be leveraged, including 

through Energy Compacts, to scale up climate action. The UN Decade on Sustainable 

Energy for All provides a unique intergovernmental platform to further momentum and 

action to realise the global roadmap, including through a stocktaking exercise towards 

the end of the Decade. 

 

56. The High-level Dialogue on Energy demonstrated that this is our moment. We must act 

now to ensure no one is left behind. Together, we can realize the potential of energy as 

the key to a combined and mutually supportive breakthrough towards the achievement 

of the SDGs and the objectives of the Paris Agreement and net-zero emissions, 
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ANNEX 1: List of Global Member State Theme Champions 

 

 

Energy access:  

China, European Union (EU), Japan, Kenya, Malawi, Netherlands, Russian Federation, Saudi 

Arabia 

 

Energy transition:  

Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Denmark, Germany, India, Nigeria, Poland, Spain, United Kingdom 

 

Enabling SDGs through inclusive, just energy transitions:  

European Union (EU)*, Iceland, Honduras, Nauru, Panama, Portugal, United Arab Emirates 

 

Innovation, technology and data:  

Finland, Mauritius, Morocco, Russian Federation* 

 

Finance and investment:  

Dominican Republic, Italy, Netherlands*, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia* 

 

*in a supporting role. 
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ANNEX 2: List of Technical Working Group Co-Lead Organizations 

Technical Working Group on Energy Access:  

¶ UN Development Programme (UNDP),  

¶ UN Office for Least Developed, Landlocked and Small Island Developing States (UN 

OHRLLS)  

¶ World Bank 

Technical Working Group on Energy Transition:  

¶ International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) 

¶ UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAP) 

¶ UN Environment Programme (UNEP)  

 

Technical Working Group on Enabling SDGs Through Inclusive, Just Energy Transitions:  

 

¶ UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) 

¶ UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (UN ESCWA) 

¶ World Health Organization (WHO) 

Technical Working Group on Innovation, Technology and Data:  

¶ Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO) 

¶ UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 

¶ UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

Technical Working Group on Finance and Investment:  

¶ European Investment Bank (EIB) 

¶ International Energy Agency (IEA) 

¶ International Finance Corporation (IFC) 

¶ UN Economic Commission for Africa (UN ECA)  
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Recommendations from the Theme Report on Harnessing Data, Innovation and 

Technology:  

¶ Align energy innovation governance and international cooperation with meeting the targets 

for 2030 and 2050. 

¶ Expand the supply of energy innovation that addresses key gaps. 
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ANNEX 4: Input from the Ministerial Thematic Forums for the High-level Dialogue on Energy on Key Milestones towards SDG7 and 

Net-Zero Emissions  
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ANNEX 5: Overview of commitments in Energy Compacts as of 24 September 20212 

 

 

 
2 For further information, please refer to the Energy Compact website: 

/en/energycompacts


19 

 



20 

 

ANNEX 6:  Agenda of the High-level Dialogue on Energy 

 

 

  

 

 

HIGH-LEVEL DIALOGUE ON ENERGY  

under the auspices of the UN General Assembly 

 
Accelerating action to achieve SDG 7 in support of the  

2030 Agenda
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¶ H.E. WASHIO Eiichiro, State Minister of Foreign Affairs, Japan  

¶ H.E. ZHANG Jianhua, Administrator, National Energy Administration, China  

 

Heads of State and Government  

¶ H.E. Gaston Browne, Prime Minister, Antigua and Barbuda  

¶ H.E. Sebastian Kurz, Federal Chancellor, Austria  
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¶ H.E. Sharon Ikeazor, Minister of State for 
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¶ Catherine MacGregor, CEO, ENGIE  

¶ Arunabha Ghosh, CEO, Council on Energy, Environment, and Water 

  

14:00 – 14:45 STATEMENTS: 

¶ Rafael Mariano Grossi, Director General, International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)  

¶ Rosaria Diaz Garavito, Regional Organizing Partner, LATAM  

¶ H.E. Sophie Gladima, Minister of Petrol and Energy, Senegal  

¶ H.E. Tom Alweendo, Minister of Mines and Energy, Namibia  

¶ H.E. Ramtane Lamamra, Minister of Foreign Affairs and National Community 

Abroad, Algeria  

¶ H.E. Nasrul Hamid, Minister of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources, Bangladesh  

¶ H.E. Suy Sem, Minister of Mines and Energy, Cambodia  

¶ H.E. Andrea Meza, Minister of Environment and Energy, Costa Rica  

¶ H.E. Thomas Camara, Minister of Mines, Petrol and Energy, Côte d'Ivoire  

 

 

15:00 
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¶ Agnes Kalibata, UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy to the 2021 Food 

Systems Summit  

¶ Yannick Glemarec, Executive Director, Green 
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Member State and Multi-stakeholder Leaders 

¶ H.E. Seleshi Bekele, Minister for Water, Irrigation and Energy, Ethiopia  

¶ H.E. Walid Fayad, Minister of Energy and Water, Lebanon  

¶ 
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