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Mr. Secretary-General, 
Prime Ministers, 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
I am honoured to follow Secretary-General Guterres and Prime Minister Holness 
in introducing this High-Level Event on Jobs and Social Protection for Poverty 
Eradication. 
 



To do this, I think we must learn the lessons of the last year and a half, and two 
of those lessons are already glaringly apparent. 
 
Firstly, that the human cost of the pandemic has been a direct consequence of 
past policy failures. 
  



This General Assembly, together with the international institutions participating 
today are uniquely placed to inject the financing and the political will to reset the 
recovery process accordingly. 
 
The Global Accelerator for Jobs and Social Protection proposed by the Secretary-
General is designed to help to do just this.  
 
To channel national and international, public and private financial flows to 
provide social protection floors for the 4 billion people who fall outside any 
existing coverage and to the creation of decent jobs, above all, in the green 
economy and the care economy on the scale which is now urgently needed.  
 
The level of ambition is high because it would be irresponsible to be less 
ambitious.



 
Thank you very much.  
 


