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6. At the Second UN Conference on LLDCs held in Vienna in 2014, 

promising that the WCO would remain committed to support LLDCs, I 

launched the WCO Transit Handbook as a concrete example. 

 

7. The support for the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action 

or VPoA is natural for the WCO, because all 32 LLDCs are its Members. 

 

8. Since 2014, the progress has been made, evidenced by the increase in 

the number of Contracting Parties to the RKC from 15 to 23, including 

Central Asia as I mentioned, reaching 72% of LLDCs. 

 

9. In addition to the RKC provisions on Customs transit and the Transit 

Handbook, the WCO has developed the Transit Guidelines in 2017 and 

the Compendium of best practices in the area of transit in 2020. 

 

10. The Transit Guidelines answers the question HOW to implement 

efficient and effective transit regimes. 

 

11. The Compendium of best practices in the area of transit illustrates in 

practical terms how individual Members have implemented the guiding 

principles for efficient and effective transit regimes outlined in the 

Transit Guidelines.  

 

12. It contains a total number of 34 good practices, such as the Regional 

Electronic Cargo Tracking System deployed in Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda 

and the DRC and the initiative for interconnectivity of Customs IT 

systems in West Africa. 

 

13. They are also measures relevant to mitigate the ill effects of the COVID-

19 pandemic and more generally any other public health emergency or 

natural disaster by promoting paperless trade. 

 

14. As these examples show, the WCO provides support not only in transit 

policy area, but also in the area of deployment of technology, including 

Information and Communication Technology.  
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15. The WCO has continued to work on various aspects of transit and 

recently launched its Railway Guidance which is aimed at harmonizing 

the Customs procedures in railway transportation.  

 

16. We are investing efforts in developing a harmonized dataset for Customs 

transit by rail based on the WCO Data Model. 

 

17. 
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join as they potentially contribute to untangling delays and hold the key 

to improvement. 

 

25. Likewise, the WCO has been working on how best to manage risks of e-

commerce that has recently shown exponential growth, but the solution 

should come from collecting and analyzing advance electronic data from 

the relevant business and the use of technology. 

 

26. Another area of our focus is how best Customs could contribute to 

Sustainable Development Goals by greening supply chains, including 

controlling environmentally hazardous goods and supporting circular 

economy. 

 

27. As the implementation of international standards and the use of 

technology depends on human resources, the WCO’s capacity building 

support increasingly centers on institutional development of Customs, 

including gender equality and diversity. 

 

28. These new focus areas and the lessons learned from the implementation 

of the VPoA would form the basis for reviewing and renewing the 

framework for international support for LLDCs. 

 

29. The WCO commit itself to joining our partners present here in support of 

LLDCs in line with the SDGs and beyond. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

  


