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Sustainable Development Goal 6 (SDG 6) – to ensure availability and sustainable management 
of water and sanitation for all –is a key enabler for achieving the other SDGs. However, despite 
this importance, the Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) lag behind the collective 
ambition to ensure universal access to water and sanitation by 2030.  
 
The latest data show that 68% of the population in LLDCs had access to basic drinking water 
services in 2020 whilst the global average is 90%. Estimates for the population using safely 
managed drinking water services in LLDCs is even lower, at 35.5% when compared to a global 
average of 74.3%. Over time the proportion of population using safely managed drinking water 
services in LLDCs has increased from 30.9% in 2010 to 35.5%. While this is some progress, the 
progress has been slow.  
 
There is wide disparity between urban and rural areas. In 2020 the proportion of population using 
safely managed drinking water services in LLDCs was 66% in urban areas compared to 21.5% in 
rural areas. This glaring gaps between rural and urban areas, need to be closed in order to ensure 
inclusivity.  
 
With regard to sanitation in 2020, only 31% of the population in LLDCs were using safely 
managed sanitation services compared to a world average of 54%. The progress on sanitation has 
been slow in LLDCs, it rose from 27.9% in 2010 to 31% in 2020 whereas the world average rose 
from 39.9% to 54% for the same time period. There are also wide disparities between countries 
and regions, as well as urban and rural areas.  
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Participants will include Member States, United Nations organizations, as well as representatives 
from academia, the private sector and civil society. 
 


