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Excellencies,   
Distinguished Delegates,   
  

At the outset, I would like to express my delegation’s appreciation to the 
Government of Botswana for the able chairmanship of the Group of Landlocked 
Developing Countries (LLDCs). It is my great pleasure to attend this annual Ministerial 
Meeting of Foreign Ministers of LLDCs convened under the theme “From Vienna to 
Kigali: Building momentum towards a new decade of action for prosperity and 
transformation of LLDCs” which is of great relevance and timely as we are approaching 
the final stage of implementing the Vienna Plan of Action (VPoA).  

 
Mr. Chair, 

Over the past nine years of the VPoA implementation, we have made notable 
progress and achievements in infrastructure development, increased access to quality 
transportation services, enhanced regional and sub-regional integration efforts. 
Nevertheless, we continue to encounter numerous challenges, including the significant 
setbacks caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, persistent structural and geographical 
vulnerabilities, elevated inflation and interest rates, global economic fluctuations, 
supply chain disruptions, and rising food and fuel price, all of which have compounded 
trade and transit-related vulnerabilities for the LLDCs. 

My delegation is of the view that the VPoA has laid a solid foundation for 
mobilizing international support and cooperation to help addressing the challenges 
faced by LLDCs. In this connection, we have integrated the VPoA's relevant priority 
areas into our national and sectoral development plans, resulting in significant progress 
in its implementation. One of the most noteworthy achievements is the development of 
our infrastructure linkages including the construction of bridges, highways, and railways 
that have not only helped improve domestic connectivity but also bolstered our 
capacity to engage in regional trade and cooperation. Furthermore, substantial 
investments have been made in the development of dry ports and logistics parks, 
essential elements of efficient and effective trade facilitation. These have not only 
enhanced our trade and investment potentials but also played a vital role in advancing 




