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energy divide through the development of a diversified energy mix that is
affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern, is crucial for LLDCs.

Multiple borders, cumbersome procedures or regulations at the borders
and along transit routes, insufficient transport services, and other non-
physical bottlenecks contribute to high transport and trade costs faced by
LLDCs. Full implementation of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement
(TFA) is therefore vitally important. As of June 2022, the rate of TFA
implementation commitments for LLDCs was 34% compared to 60% for
developing countries. For transit countries, it was estimated that they had
implemented 64.7% of all commitments. Furthermore, the
implementation of Article 11 is relatively lower in both LLDCs and transit
countries. Implementation currently stands at about 58% for LLDCs and
60% for transit countries.

For fulfilment of TFA, the Convention on International Transport of Goods
Under Cover of TIR Carnets (TIR Convention) and other inland transit
facilitation agreements and arrangements, LLDCs also need to have the
requisite ICT infrastructure. However, the proportion of individuals using
the Internet in LLDCs was only 32.3% in 2021 compared to the world
average of 63.1%. 16% of people cannot use the Internet because they are



As we transition from the VPOA, it



