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Eastern Europe/Russia 
Eastern European workers and their families are moving by the hundreds of thousands to higher 
wage countries in Western Europe, spurred by the accession of ten new member States to the Euro-
pean Union, and the decision of several EU members to relax restrictions on migrant workers from 
Eastern States. Five countries from Eastern Europe-three new EU members as well as the Russian 
Federation and the Ukraine-now rank among the top ten countries of origin for migrants to West-
ern Europe. 




