


Table 1: Estimated average annual numbers of migrants to the United States and Canada

Source: Calculated from the Population Division of the United Nations Secretariat, International Migration Flows to and 
from Selected Countries: 2005 Revision (POP/DB/MIG/FL/Rev.2005), database in digital form.

a  Data excluding the migrants legalized under the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 (IRCA).
b Data including the migrants legalized under the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 (IRCA).

In addition to migration north to the US, an increasing number of Latin Americans are moving to Western Europe, 
particularly to Spain and Portugal. 

Admission policies
Family reunification continues to be the cornerstone of migrant admissions in the US and Canada, although a de-
clining one in the latter nation. During 1990–2002, 65 per cent of permanent immigrants to the United States were 
admitted under family preferences. In Canada, the equivalent proportion was 34 per cent.

In Canada, applicants for permanent residence are selected on the basis of a point system, with higher scores assigned 
to individuals with upper-secondary or university education. Since 1965, the United States has had an employment-
based preference to accommodate the admission of immigrants with needed skills; the ceiling for visas in that category 
was raised to 140,000 annually by the Immigration Act of 1990. 

A number of developed countries maintain special programmes for the admission of low-skilled workers. Canada and 
the United States are among the countries that have seasonal worker programmes, mainly to satisfy labour demands in 
agriculture. In addition, Canada allows young citizens of selected countries to travel and work within the host country 
for periods that can last for one or two years. (They are called “working holiday makers”.) These young migrants are 
most likely to find temporary jobs in low-skilled occupations. 

The United States stands out as the main destination for people seeking higher education abroad, with the majority of 
such students coming from Asia and Europe. In 2002, 583,000 foreign students were enrolled in accredited US educa-


