


Background 

Investing in people in the LDCs to ensure no one is left behind entails supporting their right to fulfill their 
potential as citizens, contribute to their societies, and enjoy the opportunities to lead the life they value. The 
United Nations has placed human development at the center of its mission since its founding. Article 55 of 
the Charter sets out the goal of achieving "higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions of 
economic and social progress and development". The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development renewed 
this commitment with the overarching principle of leaving no one behind. The principle of equality among 
nations and peoples justifies the need to prioritize the unique needs of the LDCs in international efforts to 
promote equality and opportunity. 

The promise of human development is the cornerstone of international efforts to support the LDCs in 
overcoming their structural constraints, and Member States anchored it firmly on the Doha Programme of 
Action of the Least Developed Countries (DPoA). The UN development agenda's success lies in translating 
this promise into reality  in the LDCs.  

 

Recovering from COVID-19  

The share of the poor in the LDCs as a share of the world was already growing before the pandemic. 
Estimates for 2018 show that the 334 million people living in extreme poverty in LDCs represented 46.3% 
of all people living in extreme poverty in the World1. The impact of COVID-19, in addition to the 
compounding effects of climate change and conflict, poses a serious challenge to poverty reduction efforts 
in the LDCs. 

Health systems in LDCs are chronically underfunded and struggle to provide essential public health 
interventions. 



women and girls still face, such as a lack of access to inclusive and quality education and digital skills. 
Empowering women and girls can lead to significant societal gains. Countries that have experienced the 
integration of women into formal employment have seen an increase in economic output and prosperity. 
For LDCs, achieving the SDGs and other internationally agreed development goals passes through 
empowering women and girls in all social, economic, and political spheres. 

 

Investing in youth  

Current demographic projections indicate that by 2030 one in five youth in the world will be born in an 
LDC. Providing access to skills, training, and quality education are essential to help fulfilling fundamental 
human needs that expand the individual's agency, capabilities, and ability to participate as a full member of 
society. Access to education opportunities constitutes an essential aspect of structural transformation in the 
LDCs, which has become even more relevant with the rise of the digital economy.  Fostering 
entrepreneurship, particularly in the services sector, and taking advantage of the opportunities offered by 
the digital economy and measures to support entrepreneurship require scaled-up support and resources.  

 

Education  

Before the pandemic, LDCs attained higher enrollment rates at the primary level. However, challenges 
remain. In 2019, 16.2% of children in primary-school-r,



protection levels are lower in LDCs than in other developing countries, and only a low share of those living 
in extreme poverty can access social protection. Existing programmes are underfunded and provide limited 
support that do not cover the needs of those reached. The weight of the informal sector in the economies of 



died before reaching one year of age in the LDCs, many from preventable or treatable conditions, such as 
pneumonia, diarrhea, and malaria. Reducing child mortality can be achieved by establishing preventative 
and curative interventions that target the 



2. How can the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls in the LDCs 
be promoted? What are successful strategies to improve the participation of women in economic and 
political life?  

3. How can job opportunities for young people in LDCs be enhanced? How can youth be leveraged to 
maximize the impact of the demographic dividend in LDCs? What role can an online university 
envisaged in the DPoA play in this respect? 

4. How can social protection programmes be designed and scaled up in a sustainable manner to reach the 
most vulnerable and marginalized people ? 

5. How can national systems in LDCs be strengthened


