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Enabling graduation of a growing number
of Least Developed Countries is an
overarching goal of the Doha Programme
of Action (DPoA). Sixteen countries in the
graduation process - seven are due to
graduate between v
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Enrollment and completion rates for
tertiary education in the Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) are alarmingly low, posing
significant challenges to their structural
transformation and sustainable
development. The Doha Programme of
Action for the LDCs has recognized the
critical need to enhance the quality of
education, particularly at the tertiary level,
by leveraging online education resources.
Member states have pledged to explore the
feasibility of establishing an online
university or similar platforms to offer
graduate and post-graduate education in
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) fields in LDCs and
recently graduated countries.

The proposed Online University, as
envisioned by the Doha Programme of
Action, aims to provide comprehensive
support for distance education and open
learning, ensuring equitable access for the
most vulnerable populations. It will also
play a pivotal role in curriculum
development, global accreditation, and the
creation of a virtual network of educational
institutions, fostering scalability and
sustainability in the education system. 

The Secretary-General is set to submit a
report detailing various aspects, including
resource requirements and funding
sources, to the General Assembly for
consideration, underscoring the
commitment to address the educational
deficits in LDCs. Such an online university
holds great potential to efficiently meet the
surging demand for higher eduaonal
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