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The Africa Regional Review Meeting adopted a political declaration negotiated by the African LDCs and 

Haiti (see Annex I). The outcome document outlines components of a renewed partnership for sustainable 

development between the LDCs and their development partners. It is expected to be endorsed at the 53rd 

ECA Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development, to be held on 17-23 March 

2021. It also serves as an important background document for the Preparatory Committee Meetings for 

the LDC5 Conference to be held in New York on 24-28 May 2021 and 26-30 July 2021. 

The detailed programme of the five half days of the Africa Regional Review Meeting is accessible on the 

UN-OHRLLS website dedicated to the LDC5 Conference: www.un.org/ldc5/africa-review.  

II. OPENING SESSION  

The Africa Regional Review Meeting High-Level Opening Session focused on the theme: “From Istanbul to 

Doha - towards a new decade of partnerships for LDCs”. The Master of Ceremony was the Honourable 

Mr. Gospel Kazako, Minister of Information of the Republic of Malawi. Welcoming remarks were provided 

by Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for LDCs, 

LLDCs and SIDS, and Secretary-General of LDC5 Conference, and the Right Honourable Dr. Saulos Klaus 

Chilima, Vice President of the Republic of Malawi and Minister of Economic Planning and Development 

and Public Sector Reforms. 

http://www.un.org/ldc5/africa-review
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continued efforts within the international community to support all initiatives aimed at finding solutions 
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preparedness, by exchanging best practices, identifying new and emerging threats, promoting 

accountability and targeting investments more efficiently, and; (ii) an international treaty for 

pandemic preparedness and response, which would give force to International Health Regulations.  

ii. Second, he noted how difficult it was to predict next diseases given the fact that approximately 

70
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However, challenges remained that continued to limit Lesotho’s productive and absorptive capacity. He 

noted that the government aimed at growing its export base and attracting adequate trade and 

investment flows. It had developed a curriculum and assessment policy aimed at harnessing and 

developing the necessary skills that are better aligned to our economic strategy.  Lesotho 
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broadband would be key. A worthwhile investment of $428 billion could achieve universal 

broadband connectivity by 2030.  

v. Social Protection: there was an urgent need to scale-up innovative approaches to expand social 

protection coverage in sub-Saharan Africa, including schemes designed to correct gender 

inequalities. UNDP had suggested the introduction of a Temporary Basic Income that would 

enable nearly three billion people to stay at home – slowing the spread of the virus. 

Mr. QU Dongyu, Director-General of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, underscored 

the critical prevalence of undernourishment in African LDCs; which was more than double the global 

average. He stressed the need to protect the functioning of domestic food and agricultural value chains, 

notably in rural areas as food security and agriculture held the key to realize the 2030 Agenda and end 

poverty and hunger. He called on African LDCs and Haiti to harness the potential and power of science for 

the agro-food system transformation, to facilitate the adoption of innovative approaches and the use of 

modern technology and digital applications. FAO had been working to catalyze the global efforts for 

inclusive and sustainable food systems and called for better collaboration and sharing of successful 

experiences among the international community. 

H.E. Mr. Francis Mustapha Kai-Kai, Minister of Planning and Economic Development of the Republic of 

Sierra Leone, emphasized the call for fair and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines, the need to declare 

vaccines a global public good and to provide support programmes to ensure universal immunization 

coverage. He outlined the adverse impacts COVID-19 had on the development path of Sierra Leone, which 

had been otherwise on a good trajectory before the pandemic, with human capital development at its 

centre. He congratulated development partners on the support provided and drew attention to the need 

for increased resource flows to finance the recovery efforts and achievement of the SDGs. He called for 

adequate access to climate financing and technology transfer to enhance climate change mitigation and 

adaptation plans. He reiterated the need for all member states to adhere to the commitments made in 

the Paris Agreement and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda. Sierra Leone welcomed the launch of the 

Coalition on Sustainable Energy Access for LDCs and called upon scaling up energy investment in LDCs. He 

expressed the commitment of Sierra Leone, as the chair of the G7 Group of Fragile States, to international 

initiatives aimed at improving good governance, combatting corruption, inclusive development and 

delivering services to its people.  

Mr. Koen Doens, Director General of the European Commission's Department for International 

Cooperation, European Union echoed 









 

 

13 

status and achieve the SDGs. He focused on concerted efforts that needed to address inequality within 

and across countries, bridging the digital divide, strengthening health care systems by accelerating 

universal health care progress, enhancing STI capacity in LDCs and developing supportive networks by 

facilitating collaboration and resource sharing between public and private sector actors. He concluded by 

confirming the readiness of the Technology Bank for LDCs to support LDCs to identify their STI challenges 

and opportunities and promote structural economic transformation and the achievements of the SDGs.  
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Regional Office for Africa, International Labour Organization (ILO), Ms. Naria Santa Lucia, General 
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safety and affordability, skills, entrepreneurship, inclusion, data protection, protection of intellectual 
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spending. Fiscal sustainability of social programmes should be ensured, creating opportunities and not 

dependencies. The key role of financial sector reforms was flagged, including the development of 

adequate payment infrastructure. 

Speakers informed that ODA to LDCs has declined between 2011 and 2019 and total ODA is not expected 

to increase. It was noted that DAC donors in addition to their bilateral ODA also contribute through 

multilateral channels, including support to COVAX. 

Thus, the need to prioritize ODA to LDCs as well as to enhance effectiveness of ODA was flagged. This 

would include better coordination among development partners and alignment of aid with national 

priorities, including through budget support or sector wide support. The issuance of new Special Drawing 

Rights (SDRs), combined with a redistribution mechanism targeting SDGs was recommended. 

Furthermore, the important role of South-South cooperation was highlighted. 

It was mentioned that in many LDCs the debt to GDP ratio was increasing and the composition of debt 

changed towards less concessional sources. Thus, responsible borrowing for productive use and 

responsible lending, not overburdening countries was recommended. This would include investment in 

revenue generating infrastructure and other capital investments that could support the long-term debt 

servicing.  

Most speakers welcomed the G20 Debt Service Suspension Initiative (DSSI) to enhance fiscal space and 

called for its extension. In addition, the need for debt restructuring mechanisms to ensure long-term debt 

sustainability, was flagged, including debt for SDG or climate swaps. It was also highlighted that the 

international financial architecture needed to take LDC interests into account. 

Speakers recommended that ODA needed to be combined with other sources of financing, making ODA 

more catalytic. However, obstacles to blended finance mentioned, included limited fiscal space for co-

financing as well as small sizes of potential projects. 

It was suggested that donors, LDCs, and institutional investors collectively work on a blended finance 

initiative to fund SDG in LDCs. Furthermore, the need to aggregate deals to reach minimum sizes required 

by finance providers, the need to develop pipelines of projects in LDCs and guarantees to reduce risks 

were discussed. A global roadshow was suggested to expose the LDCs to institutional investors to 

showcase their return potential. 

There was agreement that governments needed to create enabling environments for the private sector 

to invest in risky markets and create employment for youth. The need for risk mitigation strategies 

including guarantees, to enhance finance for local companies including SMEs was highlighted. The role of 

public-private partnerships was also discussed. 

The Trade and Development Bankwas mentioned as an example combining public and private capital. The 

importance of understanding the requirements of private institutional investors, like pension funds from 

within and outside Africa was underscored. TDB created opportunities to co-finance investment, including 

for trade (vaccines, fertilizer). It attracted risk adjusted bankable business, due to enhanced credibility. 

The sharing of experiences of different financial institutions was also recommended. 





 

 

22 

recommended that LDC governments develop policies geared towards diversification and build 

infrastructure that was 
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A key theme raised by the participants included social protection, safety nets and other support measures 

to provide people (especially youth, women, and girls) with the appropriate training and opportunities for 

innovation that could help individuals and communities develop. Despite the positive examples of 

expansion of cash transfer programs in African LDCs, participants agreed that 

http://www.oec.world/
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Participants shared the unique challenges and opportunities, in light of COVID-19, which exacerbated food 
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finance to free up some of the sub-sovereign space, would also contribute to creating the investment 

ecosystem needed in LDCs. 

Efforts must be enhanced to support all African LDCs to build human assets, diversify their economies, 

build resilience to present and future shocks, and to achieve the goals of the 2030 Agenda as well as the 

Africa Agenda 2063.  

The United Nations system should support enhanced policy coherence on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) 

and Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) in African LDCs. Many stakeholders did not grasp the DRR concept 

even though DRR related projects and activities were implemented. This highlights the need for sector-

wide awareness of DRR, as well as identification of DRR activities within ministerial budgets. National 

Statistics Offices (NSO) should support planning the production and centralization of data and information 

related to risk assessments and indicators. 

Participants shared how increased energy access can be achieved by using renewable energy. Africa was 

endowed with renewable energy resources and could meet nearly a quarter of its energy needs from 

indigenous and clean resources. Renewable energy could be a game-changer in Africa’s development 

path. African LDCs could not achieve this transformation on their own. Coordinated efforts from the global 

community would need to underpin efforts to close the access gap. IRENA’s Climate Investment Platform 

was facilitating the creation of a pipeline of bankable projects and implemented 97 projects worth over 

38 billion in Africa to date. 

Participants noted while there was some progress towards improving energy efficiency and expanding 

access to electricity globally, significant deficits were increasingly concentrated in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Climate change had impacted energy security in countries which relied heavily on hydro power generated 

electricity due to reduced water levels in reservoirs resulting in rationing power supply to communities. 

Speakers shared examples of energy efficiency solutions including nature-based solutions that were 

critical to both improving energy access and energy transition.  

There was a call for a unified UN led support system with special programmes for regions to support the 

LDCs in addressing climate change and energy shortages. Speakers also recognised the important role the 

Technology Bank for LDCs could play in facilitating the transfer of technology. 

T
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Development and Public Sector Reforms. The outcome document of the Africa Regional Review was 

adopted. Presentations of the main conclusions and recommendations from the side events held during 

the week were made. 

The Hon. Ulemu Msungama, Minister of Youth of Malawi summarized the highlights from the side event 
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Developing States, Secretary-General of the LDC5 Conference highlighted the need to transform the 

digital divide into a digital bridge and to make sure an ecosystem for digital transformation was in place, 

that went beyond improving productive capacity and could give a voice to people and create an innovative 

partnership. She also flagged the great untapped potential in e-commerce and opportunities for LDCs to 

integrate into regional and global value chains. 

Furthermore, 
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XI. Side Events 

A. “Youth are SDG Accelerators in Least Developed Countries” organized by the Government of 
Malawi with support of UN Malawi 

The side event themed “Youth are Suitable Development Goals Accelerators in Least Developed 

Countries” was co-hosted by the Government of Malawi and the United Nations in Malawi, on Tuesday, 

23



https://www.un.org/technologybank/events/empowering-ldcs-through-science-technology-and-innovation
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Prof. Hasan Mandal, President of The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey, on behalf 

of the government of Turkey noted that priority in international development and cooperation should be 

given to LDCs through empowerment based on research and development (R&D) and innovation. He 

further noted that the impact of COVID-19 pandemic would require stronger support from science, 

technology and innovation through technology-based collaboration and co-production for sustainable 

and inclusive clean and renewable solutions. Prof Mandal noted that Turkey increased support to LDCs 

during the COVID-19 pandemic with bilateral scientific and technological cooperation with Afghanistan, 
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In responding to what is the role of STI in stimulating exports from LDCs, Mr. Setipa highlighted that 

technology is critical to enhancing export competitiveness. The African Continental Free Trade Agreement 

(AfCFTA) was cited that has included technology as an enabler for trade such as in Trade Facilitation. He 

reminded participants that during COVID-19, traditional supply chains were disrupted, and trade was 

facilitated through online platforms, from large suppliers to small, medium size business, to access export 

markets. 

In their closing remarks, panelists emphasized the importance of science technology and innovation to 

development in building productive capacities and promoting structural transformation. They also 

affirmed the importance of collaboration between scientific research institutions, private sector and 

academia to cultivate innovation and enhance sustainable capacity development. To build back better the 

panelists stressed the importance of investing in R&D and innovation to prepare for future pandemics. 

Panelists also concurred that STI and ICT infrastructure was insufficient for LDCs to meet the SDGs and the 

impact of COVID-19 has reversed the gains that LDCs had made toward graduating from LDC status and 

achieving the SDGs. They also concluded that support to the Technology Bank is critical to empower LDCs 

through science, technology and innovation and called on member States and development partner to 

provide financial and in-kind support to the Technology Bank. 

The main policy messages emerging from the side event included the following: 

i. Science Technology and Innovation is critical for development and achievement of sustainable 

development 

ii. Capacity development is critical for building productive capacities and structural transformation  
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development impact for the LDCs. With its focus on innovation and testing new approaches to bring 

capital to the last mile, UNCDF wanted to push the boundaries in engaging capital markets and mobilizing 

international and domestic private capital to sustainable investment opportunities in the world’s frontier 

and pre-frontier markets. Moreover, Ms. Sinha called for concrete solutions that make finance work 

better for the LDCs to leave no one behind, including a commitment by global stakeholders to establishing 

a dedicated blended finance de-risking facility focused on providing catalytic capital to SMEs and small 

investment projects that help unlock further commercial and semi-commercial investment.  

The event provided insights from UNCDF’s Blended Finance in the Least Developed Countries 2020: 

Supporting a Resilient Covid-19 Recovery report, including an update on the deployment of blended 

finance in LDCs with a particular focus on Africa, as well as an analysis of its potential role in helping LDCs 

recover from the COVID-19 crisis. UNCDF presented an Action Agenda for unlocking capital during the 

https://www.uncdf.org/bfldcs/home
https://www.uncdf.org/bfldcs/home
https://www.uncdf.org/sme-survey
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Fabrizio Cometto (Deputy Head, Least Developed Country Investment Platform, UNCDF) shared insights 

around the need for better information to increase SME finance to determine the risk profile of SMEs. 

Moreover, domestic banks resist investing in SMEs as they preferred putting their capital into low-risk 

loans, often for larger enterprises and projects, and into very low-risk T-bills. 

Stephen Obiro (Head of Advocacy, Communications & Partnerships, Federation of Kenya Employers, 

Business Africa representative) highlighted the need for more policy dialogue to look at policy and 

regulatory constraints for private sector investments to give more confidence to investors. 

The panellists discussed a combination of solutions to address these challenges: 

- Use ODA strategically to catalyze additional resources through demonstration effects and blended 

finance structures.  

- Aggregate investments using fund structures, adopting a portfolio approach and bond issuance. 

- Invest in people and organizations that know this space and are present on the ground, who can find 

investment opportunities and understand the world of SMEs. 

- Use an investment continuum approach: find promising businesses that need capital to grow and use 

a combination of instruments, including grants, technical assistance (TA), catalytic risk capital, and 

blended finance depending on the maturity level of SMEs. For example, mechanisms such as UNCDF’s 

BRIDGE Facility which provides early-stage catalytic risk capital for SMEs and small projects, and the 

blended finance BUILD Fund managed by Bamboo Capital Partners, which provides capital for LDC-

based SMEs, could be further scaled up to meet LDC demand. 

- Bundle the capital solution with capacity development and business development services. SMEs 

need assistance with skills such as accounting and uptake of digital tools. 

- Support the development of vibrant domestic capital markets and financial intermediaries. This can 

help reduce risks and facilitate access to credit for SMEs. 
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- Think holistically and focus on aggregation. In times of crisis, there is an urgent need to move quickly, 

look at what already exists and invest in these existing vehicles or initiatives that aim to scale blended 

finance for LDCs. 

- Foster competition in the financial market to drive more capital to SMEs - remove capital constraints 

for international investors and support innovative investors outside of banks, including fintech 

companies and other innovative private sector enterprises.   

- Support formalization of small businesses by making formalization less costly and complex and create 

incentives for formalization.  

UNCDF stands ready to be a champion for LDCs in turning these recommendations into reality and looks 
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XII. ANNEX I: Political Declaration 

A. Introduction 

1. We, Ministers and representatives of the African least developed countries (LDCs) and Haiti 
participating in the Africa Regional Review Meeting in preparation of the Fifth United Nations Conference 
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the Istanbul Programme of Action, which specified that half the number of LDCs should qualify for 
graduation.  

5. We recognize that African LDCs and Haiti represent an enormous human and natural resource 
potential, with its population structure and youth optimism; coupled with the African Continental Free 
Trade Area (AfCFTA), provides opportunities for LDCs to participate in world economic growth, welfare, 
prosperity and food and energy security, and that they have made considerable efforts in implementing 
the commitments of the IPoA. Therefore, a successful, renewed and strengthened global partnership that 
effectively addresses the special needs of African LDCs and Haiti will contribute to peace, prosperity and 
sustainable development for all. Further strengthening of our collective actions towards enabling LDCs’ 
young populations and women will more effectively contribute to equitable and inclusive development, 
poverty eradication, job creation and social justice. We recognize that Youth from African LDCs and Haiti 
constitute an essential partner and resource for the achievement of the goals of the IPoA. We recommend 
the meaningful inclusion of youth’s voices at all levels of the preparatory process, aiming at the inclusion 
of the challenges impacting young people, as well as their innovative solutions for a strengthened inter-
generational partnership.   

6. We therefore underline the need for revisiting the current system of support for the LDCs in the 
lead-up to the Fifth United Nations Conference on LDCs, 23-27 January 2022 in Doha with a view to 
ensuring that the international support measures provide the levels of assistance necessary for the African 
LDCs and Haiti to address the structural barriers to development that they face and overcome their 
vulnerabilities. It is thus crucial that a new Programme of Action will not only support the required 
acceleration of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda as well as the Agenda 2063, but also, strengthen 
African LDCs and Haiti’s systems and policy frameworks to more effectively integrate and fairly compete 
in the global economy and eventually move towards convergence with other more developed economies.  

B. Call for Action  

7. We call upon our development partners to provide enhanced support to LDCs to achieve the 
overarching goal, set out in the Istanbul Programme of Action, of enabling half of them to meet the criteria 
for graduation by removing structural constraints through eradication of poverty and the achievement of 
accelerated, sustained, inclusive and equitable growth and sustainable development. Especially with the 
setbacks in development progress through COVID-19, this requires effective and sound national 
government policies and commitments, enhanced global support and appropriate mechanisms at all 
levels. We also call for genuine solidarity with the aspirations expressed by LDCs during this meeting with 
a view to fostering and strengthening new partnerships for achieving SDGs and Agenda 2063 in LDCs.  

7bis. We recognize that, the principle of country ownership and leadership remains crucial in order to 
accelerate progress towards sustainable development, and we recommit to take the lead in formulating, 
implementing, following up and reviewing our own coherent economic and development policies, 
strategies and plans. We call upon the international community to fulfil its commitment to give special 
attention to the least developed countries in the implementation of the next programme of action.  

8. 
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dissemination of robust information, education and communication campaigns to demystify myths and 
fears surrounding COVID-19 vaccines; education support for students in the form of digital equipment, as 
well as educational radio and television programmes; fulfilment of ODA commitments of 0.15-0.20 per 
cent at the earliest with grants-based ODA; full debt cancellation of all multilateral, bilateral and 
commercial debts owed by LDCs and the debt standstill with immediate effect until the decision of the 
debt cancellation; richer countries could apportion some of their SDRs to multilateral institutions to pay 
for debt payment cancellation for LDCs; lifting trade barriers and scaling up aid for trade; and additional 
allocations, including increased special drawing right allocations for LDCs to the tune of $50 billion.   

9. Furthermore, in the medium- to long-term, the stimulus package includes ensuring an adequate, 
affordable and rapid supply of vaccines/immunization and antiviral drugs related to COVID-19; providing 
technology, technical know-
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13. We recognize that LDCs face key challenges with respect to their economic structure. We will 
therefore further strengthen our efforts to accelerate capital accumulation, knowledge development, 
technology acquisition, and employment creation, including for low-skilled labor, especially women, for 
the expansion of higher-value-addition and competitiveness, including in high-productivity services, like 
ICTs, tourism and financial services. In this regard, we commit to spending at least 1 per cent of GDP on 
Research and Development, as called for during the 2006 Khartoum Decision of the Executive Council of 
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21. We stress the urgency of facilitating access to credit, technology and skills to support agricultural 
development and building up inclusive value chains that support smallholder farmers and private sector 
development to create the synergies between nutrition, poverty reduction and the structural 
transformation of the economies of the African LDCs and Haiti.  

22. We note with great concern that LDCs suffer disproportionately high human and economic losses 
owing to climate changes and disasters; acknowledge that the compounded impact of the COVID-19 
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including the LDC decisions taken in Bali and Nairobi Ministerial Conferences, as well as decisions adopted 
in the regular work of the WTO. We further call upon the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference to deliver 
concrete outcomes in favor of the LDCs. We invite the WTO secretariat to undertake a comprehensive 
study on the lack of progress in achieving SDG 17.11 and to make specific recommendations on the way 
forward to achieve this SDG by 2030.  

26. We welcome the entry into force of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), which will 
address high trade costs incurred by African LDCs and Haiti and facilitate the integration of these countries 
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special needs of the LDCs and does not unduly burden them. We furthermore stress that it will be critical 
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institutions, help LDCs access and utilize critical technologies, and draw together bilateral initiatives and 
support by multilateral institutions and the private sector, and to implement projects contributing to the 
use of STI for economic development in LDCs. We take note with appreciation of the contributions made 
to the Bank by the host country Turkey and other countries and call upon all members, especially donor 
countries and other development partners to make substantive contributions to the Bank for its effective 
functioning. We also call upon member States to raise awareness on the activities of the Technology Bank 
in their countries and to collaborate with the Technology Bank to ensure that technology is used as a 
critical tool for development. We therefore support the UN Technology Bank as the focal point for LDCs 
to strengthen their science, technology and innovation capacity towards building sustainable productive 
capacities and promoting structural economic transformation.  

37. We are concerned that COVID-19 accelerated the decline of FDI to African LDCs and Haiti, which 
remains heavily concentrated in the extractive industries. We underline the need for undertaking 
necessary measures to further accelerate FDI to LDCs in areas where it contributes to achieving the SDGs, 
including measures to reduce risks. We welcome the decision contained in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda 
and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to adopt and implement investment promotion 
regimes for LDCs and the offer to provide financial and technical support for project preparation and 
contract negotiation, advisory support in investment-related dispute resolution, access to information on 
investment facilities and risk insurance and guarantees, such as through the Multilateral Investment 
Guarantee Agency. In this regard, we take note with appreciation of the initiatives undertaken by UN-
OHRLLS aiming at providing legal and technical support to LDCs in investment-related negotiations and 
dispute settlement through the Investment Support Programme, implemented by the International 
Development Law Organization (IDLO) and at improving the capacity of the investment promotion 
agencies of LDCs to attract, diversify and retain FDI and derive maximum benefit from it. We take note 
with appreciation of the Capacity Development Programme for the investment promotion agencies of 
LDCs, developed by UN-OHRLLS jointly with UNCTAD, UNIDO, ILO, EIF and WAIPA; and call for financial 
support to this programme.  

38. We recall the SDG target 17.5 which decides to “adopt and implement investment promotion 
regimes for LDCs” and express deep concern at the lack of progress in its implementation. We call upon 
Member States to  establish “an international investment support center for the LDCs” under the auspices 
of the United Nations to provide a one-stop arrangement to help stimulate foreign direct investment in 
the least developed countries, which can make available the following interrelated and mutually 
reinforcing services, as already agreed upon in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda: (a) an information 
depository for investment facilities in the LDCs; (b) provision of technical support to assist the LDCs in 
preparing project documents and negotiating complex large-scale contracts; (c) provision of advisory 
support in dispute resolution; and (d) risk insurance and guarantees in close collaboration with the 
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development.  

39. We call on the international community to support the adoption of sustainability reporting by 
companies from African LDCs and Haiti through capacity building so as to improve the private sector 
contribution to sustainable development, while enhancing firms’ competitiveness and their ability to 
participate in global value chains.  

40. We recognize the contributions of migrants in mitigating the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
both their countries of origin and destination, and note with concern the significant socioeconomic 
consequences that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on migrant workers and refugees from least 
developed countries, including those in the low wage informal economy as well as the effects that the 
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projected significant decline in remittances will have on the millions of people that depend heavily on 
them, and strongly urge partner countries to start taking action, specifically with respect to reducing to 
less than 3 per cent the transaction costs of migrant remittances by 2030, and to facilitate the orderly, 
safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of people, including through the implementation of 
planned and well-managed migration policies.  

41. We underline that North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation is vital to the LDCs, 
noting that South-South cooperation is not a substitute but a complement to North-South cooperation, 
particularly in regard to technical assistance, sharing of best practices in terms of their development, 
especially in areas of productive capacity-building, infrastructure, energy, science and technology, trade, 
investment and transit transport cooperation, we call upon the countries of the South to further 
strengthen their support provided to the LDCs in all these areas in a predictable manner along the lines of 
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46. We request the OHRLLS and UNECA to extend necessary support to the LDCs in the 
implementation and monitoring of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development as well as the new programme of action through coordination with various United Nations 
entities, raising global awareness, mobilizing international support and resources in favor of the LDCs, 
building multi-stakeholder partnerships and reaching out to all stakeholders, including by establishing 
partnerships with civil society and the private sector, to enhance support for the three groups of countries. 
In this regard, we strongly urge the Secretary-General and the Member States to strengthen the OHRLLS 
to enable it to provide substantive support to LDCs in their pursuit to meaningfully engage in the 
intergovernmental discussions and implement the programme of action for LDCs and the 2030 Agenda.  

C. Vote of thanks  

47. We express our profound gratitude to the people and the Government of the Republic Malawi for 
organizing this meeting. We express our gratitude to the Governments of Turkey and Qatar for their 
generous contributions to the successful organization of the meeting. We note with appreciation the 
substantive support of the Office of the High Representative for LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, in collaboration 
with the Economic Commission for Africa, the Office of the Resident Coordinator in Malawi, the United 
Nations Development Programme, the Office of the Special Adviser on Africa and the Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO). We also note with appreciation the active participation and substantive 
contributions of development partners and the UN system, as well as other international and regional 
organizations. We also express our thanks to parliamentarians as well as the representatives of the Private 
Sector, Civil Society, youth and other stakeholders.  
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XIII. Annex II: List of Participants 

A. Member States 

 

AFRICAN LDCs and Haiti  

1. Malawi, Republic of (Host Country) 
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 Ms. Alice Mkandawire, Deputy Director of Gender Affairs, Ministry of Gender, Community Development & 

Social Welfare 

 Mr. Justin Hamela, Deputy Director of Child Affairs, Ministry of Gender Community Development and Social 

Welfare 

 Mr. Gideon Kachingwe, Deputy Director, Ministry of Gender, Community Development and Social Welfare 

 Mr. Arthur Chipenda, Deputy Director, Ministry of Information 

 Mr. Elias Ellias Tsokalida, Assistant Director Americas Directorate, Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
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 Mr. Charles Nkhalamba, Foreign Service Officer-Americas, Environmental Affairs, Ministry of Forestry and 

Natural Resources 

 Ms. Rejoice Shumba, Public Relations Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 Mr. Yamikani Idriss, Environmental Officer, Ministry of Forestry and Natural Resources  

 Mr. Gerald Mvula, Administrative Officer, Department of Housing 

 Mr. Geoffrey Makhola, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 Mr. Mwai Gidala, Professional Officer, Ministry of Economic Planning and Development and Public Sector 

Reforms 

 Mr. Kondwani Kamanga, Administrative Officer Ministry of Homeland Security 

 

2. Angola 

 Dr. Milton Reis, Secretário de Estado para o Planeamento  

 Ms. Andreza Paulino, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Angola to the UN 

 Dr. António Pombal, Director da Direcção Nacional para Integração, Cooperação e Negócios 
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5. Burundi 

 H.E. Ms. Marie Chantal Nijimbere, Minister for Communication, ICT and Media 

 Mr. Delphin Ndayemeye, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Burundi to the UN 
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 Mr. Abdoulie Jallow, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs 

 Mr. Alagie Fadera, Director of Development Planning, Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs 

 H.E. Mr. Lamin Faati, Deputy Permanent Repesentative, Permanent Mission to the UN 

 Ms. Isatou Badjie, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of The Gambia to the UN 

 Mr. Omar Badjie, Principal Economist, Ministry of Trade, Industry, Regional Integration and Employment 

 

11. Guinea 

 H.E. M. Mamadi Camara, Minister of Economy and Finance 
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