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Entity name: African Forest Forum 

Date of submission:  December 2020 

 

Format for United Nations Forum on Forests regional/sub-regional partners reporting on 
progress towards the implementation of the United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017–
2030 and the United Nations Forest Instrument 
 
 
1. The format is structured around the global forest goals and targets of the United Nations strategic plan for 

forests 2017–2030. 

2. While considering the word limits, regional and sub-regional entities are invited to provide as much detail as 
possible in their answers, including regarding figures and deadlines, if applicable. 

3. The year 2015 is used as a baseline. 

4. Where possible, all terms used herein are consistent with the terms and definitions used by the FAO Global 
Forest Resources Assessment. 

5. Wherever possible, please indicate the source of information or provide a weblink. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
Please submit the completed format to: unff@un.org with cc: tavora-jainchill@un.org  

by 15 November 2020. 

mailto:unff@un.org
mailto:tavora-jainchill@un.org
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General Information 
 
Information on Entity 
 

Official Name: African Forest Forum 

Membership: Over 2056 individuals from 51 African countries (94%) and 33 
countries outside Africa with interest on the sustainable management 
and use of African forests and tree resources to enhance livelihoods, 
national incomes and stability of the environment on the continent 

Mandate: Provide a platform for sharing information and expertise, and create 

mailto:g.kowero@cgiar.org
mailto:exec.sec@afforum.org
mailto:exec.sec@afforum.org


  

 

Page | 3  
 



  

 

Page | 4  
 



  

 

Page | 5  
 

15.1–15.4 and 15.8 of the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as Aichi Biodiversity Targets 5, 7, 9, 11, 14 and 15, and are 
supported by paragraphs 6 (o) and 7 (d) and (e) of the United Nations forest instrument. 
2 

Based on the Global Forest Resources Assessment 2015. 
Or earlier, where relevant to capturing important action. The same applies hereafter. 

 

(iii) Financial actions 
 

 
 
 
(iv) 
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(c) What are the main challenges in supporting Member States in achieving goal 1 in your region? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(d) Any additional comments on goal 1: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�x High levels of poverty and food insecurity, increasing demand and decreasing supply of forest 
products and services, low technical capacity in African forestry and related institutions, 
under-financing forest conservation and management, weak participation of Africa in global 
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Global forest goal 2 and associated targets 4 

 
Enhance forest-based economic, social and environmental benefits, including by improving the livelihoods of 
forest-dependent people 

Associated targets 

2.1 Extreme poverty for all forest-dependent people is eradicated 

2.2 Increase the access of small-scale forest enterprises, in particular in developing countries, to financial 
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(d) What are the main challenges in supporting Member States in achieving goal 2 in your region? 

Challenges 

�x The informal nature of the activities of the dispersed and largely unorganized private sector actors 
(SMEs) in African forestry makes the sector invisible to national planners, their contribution is 
difficult to quantify and harness, and all contribute to making it difficult to develop the sector.  

�x Insufficiency/ inadequacy of available and affordable technologies and capacities (technical and 
financial) among the SMEs 

 

�x Most of the SMEs actors have low negotiation capacity to effectively compete with bigger and 
more affluent commercial actors 
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Any additional comments on goal 2: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Global forest goal 3 and associated targets 5 
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�x Member states are already equipped with knowledge on forest certification, tools and skills to develop 
and develop national forest certification standards and through 
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Questions on goal 4 

4. (a) Please describe major actions taken in your region to move towards goal 4 and its associated targets. More 
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Success stories 

8. Does your entity have any success stories relating to the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan 
for forests 2017– 2030? If so, please provide a brief description, with references (such as weblinks, publications and 
articles), showing how the action contributed to achieving the goals and targets and specifying which goals and 
targets are relevant. Please provide a maximum of three success stories. 
 

Success story 1 
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