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Introduction  

1. On 16 October 2017, the Geneva Registry of the United Nations Dispute 

Tribunal (UNDT) received 323 similar applications filed by the Office of Staff Legal 

Assistance (OSLA) on behalf of staff members employed by different United Nations 

entities at the Geneva duty station.  

2.
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the determination of the post adjustment index at those locations. In the years prior to 
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14. Following this new ICSC decision, retroactive payments were made to new 

staff members in Geneva who joined after 1 May 2017, and had not received a PTA.  

15. In the period from July to September 2017 the post adjustment multiplier has 

been further revised, mainly as a result of fluctuation of the US dollar.  The decision 

of ICSC of May 2017 has 
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�5�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���V�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���U�H�F�H�L�Y�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ 

A matter cannot be before management evaluation and the Dispute Tribunal 

simultaneously. 

20. The application relates to the implementation of the July 2017 ICSC decision. 

A request for management evaluation was submitted on 14 September 2017 and as of 

the 16 October 2017 date of the filing of the application, the response from the 

management evaluation was not completed. The response of the management 

evaluation was subsequently sent to the Applicant on 27 October 2017. 

21. It is uncontested that the Applicant submitted the present application without 

awaiting the result of her request for management evaluation. It is further uncontested 

that the Applicant indeed has filed an application after receiving the response to her 

14 September 2017 request for management evaluation.12 

22. Allowing the Applicant to file multiple applications with the Tribunal before 

the deadline for a response to a request for management evaluation has passed would 

�F�R�Q�W�U�D�Y�H�Q�H�� �W�K�H�� �7�U�L�E�X�Q�D�O�¶�V�� �6�W�D�W�X�W�H�� �D�Q�G�� �5�X�O�H�V�� �R�I�� �3�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H���� �X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�H�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�P�H�� �O�L�Q�H�V��

set out in the Staff Rules, and would be contrary to the intentions of the General 

Assembly. 

�7�K�H�� �F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�H�G�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�� �G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�� �D�Q�� �³�D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�� �W�D�N�H�Q��
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Assembly resolution 3357(XXIX) of 18 December 1974 in which it approved the 

ICSC Statute. Article 11(c) of the ICSC Statute provides that the Commission shall 

establish the classification of duty stations for the purpose of applying post 

adjustments. The ICSC does not advise the Secretary-General on post adjustment; 

rather, the ICSC takes decisions which have to be implemented by the Secretary-

General. Therefore, the implementation of the ICSC decisions on the post adjustment 

multiplier does not constitute an administrative decision taken pursuant to advice 

obtained from technical bodies.  

25. The application is not receivable under staff rule 11.2(b), and should be filed 

under staff rule 11.2(a), requiring staff members to, as a first step, submit to the 

Secretary-General in writing a request for a management evaluation of the 

administrative decision. 
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Nations standards of the rule of law27 and, should this argument be not sufficiently 

persuasive, certainly is not conducive to economy of proceedings.28  
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Entered in the Register on this 8th day of March 2018 
 
 
(Signed) 

Abena Kwakye-Berko, Registrar, Nairobi 

 

 


