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The definition of nationals includes persons with a permanent residency in the
Netherlands and — concerning subsection c—  persons who receive Dutch
nationality after the commission of the crime.

In terms of providing a basis for the exercise of universal jurisdiction by the
Netherlands, the first element mentioned above is the most relevant part, as

it allows the authorities to investigate and prosecu te the crimes covered by
the International Crimes Act when these have been committed abroad by
foreign nationals against foreign nationals. However, the International Crimes
Act does not provide for unlimited universal jurisdiction in respect of
international crimes. The judicial authorities of the Netherlands cannot
prosecute alleged international crimes committed abroad by foreigners
against non -nationals without the suspect having been identified and present
in the country. The decision to investigate an d prosecute is based on a
decision by the public prosecutor’s office.

The International Crimes Act does not require that the conduct under
investigation or prosecution is also criminalized in the State of nationality of
the suspect, or in the State in which the crime was committed. Hence, double
criminality is not a prerequisite for the investigation or prosecution of
international crimes.

In terms of its material scope of application, the International Crimes Act

criminalizes genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and the crime of
aggression based on the provisions of the Rome Statute, while taking into
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- Open Society Justice Initiative and Trial International, Universal Jurisdiction
Law and Practice in the Netherlands, April 2019,
https://www.justiceinitiative.org/uploads/3574da67- Oada -4cd1- 855a -
15317737162c/universal __ -jurisdiction -netherlands -20190606.pdf

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the United Nations
avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary -
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