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8 November 2023 
Seventy-eighth session 
Sixth Committee 
Agenda item 109 
 

Measures to eliminate international terrorism 
  Oral report of the Chair of the Working Group 
  Chair: Mr. Rohan Perera (Sri Lanka) 
 
Mr. Chair, 

My oral statement is available to delegations. For purposes of the present delivery, I 
will omit certain parts to make it even shorter. 

 

“I. Introduction 

1. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 77/113 of 7 December 2022, the Sixth 
Committee, at its first meeting, on 2 October 2023, decided to establish a working 
group to finalize the process on the draft comprehensive convention on international 
terrorism and to discuss the item included in its agenda by General Assembly resolution 
54/110 concerning the question of convening a high-level conference under the 
auspices of the United Nations. 
2. At the same meeting, the Sixth Committee elected me  as Chair of the Working 
Group. Pursuant to paragraph 9 of General Assembly resolution 51/210 and consistent 
with past practice, the Working Group 
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the Working Group last year’s oral report by the Chair of the Working Group, contained 
in document A/C.6/77/SR.35.] 
 
 
II. Proceedings of the Working Group 
 
6. The Working Group held two meetings, on 17 October and 3 November. The 
Working Group adopted its programme of work and held its discussions in the 
framework of informal consultations. The informal consultations on the outstanding 
issues relating to the draft convention were led by Mr. Michael Kanu (Sierra Leone), 
while those concerning the question of convening a high-level conference under the 
auspices of the United Nations were chaired by me. The informal consultations were 
held on 17 October and 3 November. 

 

III.  Informal summary 

8. The present informal summary is for reference purposes only and is not an 
official record of the proceedings.  

[9. Consistent with previous practice, and in accordance with resolution 77/113, the 
informal consultations were devoted to discussing the outstanding issues on the draft 
comprehensive convention and the proposal made by Egypt concerning the question of 
convening a high-level conference under the auspices of the United Nations. The 
informal consultations were held against the backdrop of the plenary debate on the item 
“measures to eliminate international terrorism” at the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th plenary 
meetings of the Sixth Committee, held on 2, 3, and 4 October 2023, during which 
delegations in most part reiterated positions on the draft comprehensive convention, 
generally expressing support for its conclusion, and on the convening 
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terrorism, before the Working Group could consider any textual proposals. Attention 
was also drawn to the importance of preserving the existing global counter-terrorism 
framework. 

12. At the informal consultations held on 3 November, the Working Group also 
considered the question of convening a high-level conference [under the auspices of the 
United Nations to formulate a joint organized response of the international community 
to terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.] The continued relevance of this 
proposal was reiterated by the sponsor delegation of Egypt, together with its 
proponents. While some delegations reiterated their support for convening a high-level 
conference, others indicated that holding a high-level conference would be premature 
without first achieving consensus on the outstanding issues. confer6 (ns)50 Td
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