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Chair,

As this is the first time that my delegation is taking the floor in this Committee this session, |
extend to you and the rest of the Bureau our congratulations on your election and assire yo
P\ GHOHJDWLRQTV IXOO VXSSRUW IRU WKH GLVFKDUJH Rl \RX

Chair,

MicronesiawelcomesW KLV &RPPLWW Hohihe top@ diprotddidh@iVpersons in the

event of disastersWe particularly welcome the establishment of the Working Gtowgxamine

the 2016 draft articles from the International Law Commission on the makteng with this
&RPPLWWHHIV Z&KRIMNP LIR/Y dr#iQdfticles on crimes against humanity, this
represents dong overduestep XS LQ WKLV &RPPLWWth th§ \butpudJdd thed PHQ W
Commission Micronesia will participate in the Working Group. For now, we will preview
several of the points we will make the Working Group

First, Micronesia is open tdhe elaboration of a newonvention that definea 3G LMMWHU"~ WR
include the adverse impacts of anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions, inclutingl sese,

destructive storms, and Ocean acidificationQ OLQH ZLWK WKH GHILQLWLRQ F
&RPPLVVLRQTV GUDIW DUWLF OuitYr cau Fesult in Sviddspvedd WssSdf F D O O\
life, great human suffering and distress, mass displacement, or-stalge material or
environmental damage that causes a serious disruption of societal functioning. This has already
happened in many parts of therld, including in the Pacific.

However, in elaborating the convention, care must be takewndw establishing a regime for
addressing disasters that weakens existing commitments to tackle the climate crisis. Draft article

9 obligates each State tbiNH DFWLRQV WR 3SUHYHQW PLWLJDWH DQC
could include domestic legislation and regulations. However, this is characterized by the draft



article as an effort to reduce the risk of disasters. This implies that such disalsterswtably

happen, and all that remains is to react to them in an appropriate manner. My delegation is
concerned that such an approach, in the context of anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions, will
favor adaptation to rather than mitigation of climekange and its impacts. In order to tackle

the climate crisis, we must eliminate risks of disasters, not merely reduceath@mtigation of
emissions is central to that effort

Second my delegation cautions against an approach under a new conviatiqmioritizes the
offering of external assistance on a voluntbagis, particularly with respect to climate change
related disasters that might be covered by the convention. There are existing obligations under
international law that mandate the pmyon of funding and other forms of assistance by
developed countries to developing countries that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse
impacts of anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions, including under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Cliae Change and the Paris Agreement as well as other instruments
that address harms from such emissions to the environment, such as the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea. A new convention mustweatkenthose existing
obligationsif it is to also cover climate changelated disasters.

My delegation looks forward to the Working Group on this matter, where we will raise these and
other points for the consideration of delegations.

| thank you.



