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Thank you, M adam Chair.

| would like to begin by thanking the Secretary General for his report on strengthening

consolidate democratic processes advance rule of law and protect and promote human

rights and fundamental freedoms.

While we relentlessly investigate and pursue redress for human rights abuses, delivering
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been established in January this year, to resolve cases of systematic human rights

violations and provide victims and famil ies with the justice and closure they deserve.

We have also intensified our efforts to end systemic corruption at all levels. The adoption
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Continuing legal education and professional development for judges is a key priority
and as such, rumerous efforts are underway to re -organize the Judicial Academy, update
curriculum and formulate training needs assessments, to ensure that that Judiciary is

well -qualified

Madam Chair,

Implementing legal sector reform in parallel with judicial reform , is crucial to address
the incompleteness of the legislative framework and lack of necessary legal apparatus

which continue to hinder the effectiveness of State institutions.

As such, the 2019 Legal Professions Act, established the first ever Bar Council of the

Maldives, and work is also underway to establish a National Legal Aid Commission.
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bills already submitted to the Parliament since November 2018. This includes a new and
modern Evidence Bill which overhauls the outdated evidence law in place since 1976

and a comprehensive and consolidated Civil Procedure Bill , a first for the Maldives.

Madam Chair,
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Madam Chair,

The pandemic has led to the need for governments to react quickly and in unprecedented
ways to ensure the safety of our people. However, in times of emergency, there is a risk
of abuses of power, and the Maldives is grateful for the ongoing support of the UN in
working with us to ensure that policing activities necessitated by the pandemic did not

lead to a decline of human rights standards.

As a country committed to fulfilling its international obligations, the Maldives makes
every effort to promote the rule of law and human rights both at home and abroad. We
have ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a
communications procedure, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and have submitted the Declaration under Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,
increasing access to justice for our citizens and demonstrating our ongoing commitment

to the international community to be held accountable for violations.

We arealsoin the
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At home, we have also taken steps to further align our domestic laws with our
international human rights obligations through amending the Anti -Human Trafficking
Act and enacting the Child Rights Protection Act and the Juvenile Justice Act which
enhances the legal framework pertaining to child rights, provision of child protection

services, and in affording protection to children in conflict with the law

Madam Chair,

The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic presented new challenges to the Maldives.We had
to take proactive steps in ensuring that the measures imposed to contain the disease, did
not infringe upon the human rights of our people . In this respect, the Government acted
swiftly in enacting the Public Health Emergency Act 2020, which provides for special
measures to protect the rights of employees from reduced or delayed remuneration, and
forced furloughs and resignations during the state of public health emergency due to
COVID-19. The Act also sets forth particular measures to protect tenants in ensuring the
right to housing, and measures relating to social welfare to ensure continued assistance

to persons facing economic hardships due to the epidemic

While we are proud of the significant progress we have made, we are well aware that
much work remains to be done. COVID -19 continues to stress andtest our institutions
and the ongoing disastrous effects of climate change will continue to place ever

increasing strain our systems of governance long after the pandemic has ended. In times
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