


In 2021, in their Declaration on Preserving Maritime Zones in the face of Climate-Change 

related Sea-level rise, the Leaders of the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) proclaimed that the 

maritime zones of PIF Members, as established and notified to the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations in accordance with UNCLOS, and the rights and entitlements that flow from 

them, shall continue to apply, without reduction, notwithstanding any physical changes 

connected to climate change-related sea-level rise. 

Additionally, in the 2021 Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) Leaders Declaration, 

members of the alliance expressed their will to see the continuity of maritime zones and the 

rights and entitlements that flow from them without reduction once such maritime zones are 

established and notified to the UNSG, notwithstanding any physical changes connected to 

climate change-related sea-level rise. 

Similarly, on its 78th Conference, the International Law Association (ILA) took the position 

that baselines determined in accordance with UNCLOS should not be required to be 

recalculated should sea-level change affect the geographical reality of the coastline in the 

interest of 


