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As the principal judicial organ of the United Nations, the International Court of Justice plays an important 
role within the international legal system in promoting the rule of law and encouraging the settlement of 
international disputes by peaceful means. The value of judgments and advisory opinions of the Court is 
high, especially in situations where actions in contravention of the Charter of the United Nations and 
international law are accompanied with apparent misinterpretation of legal norms and principles. 
 
Furthermore, combating impunity for violations of international law, including international humanitarian 
law and international human rights law, is undeniable and requires redoubled efforts at all levels. 
Unfortunately, in some situations of armed conflict, including those of a protracted nature, accountability 
has not received proper attention and perpetrators continue to enjoy impunity. 


