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Attacks on religious sites areparticularly debased in their cruelty, striking when
victims have closed their eyes in prayer with their backs to the door. Terrorists

attack soft targets because they are easily accessible, low risk and high imp act. It

gives such attacks an added dimension of cowardice and inhumanity.

It is for these reasons that Sri Lanka was happy to welcome the UN Plan of Action

to safeguard religious sites launched recently. It is also crucial for the UN and

Member States to draw from the UN Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremism,

the UN Strategy and Plan of Action on Hate Speech, and the Global Counter

Terrorism Strategy and other related Resolutions in addressing this cross-cutting

issue. It is worthy to rep ort that Sri Lanka is currently exp loring the p o ss ibility of
drafting a whole of government strategic plan to prevent and counter violent

extremism and build community resilience throughout the country.

Chairperson,

Sri Lanka reiterates that media-especially social media platforms - must seek to
disseminate the values that will foster a culture of peace rather than hate and

bigotry. It is important to note that the Easter Sunday attacks were not carried out

by marginalized members of society but by affluent, foreign educated local actors
who were radicalized abroad and on the internet.

Therefore today, we encounter many challenges as a result of the changing face of
terrorism and violent extremism. As a result, we have to find new and innovative

ways to counter this threat. As we have seen, terrorism and violent extremism

conducive to terrorism are not exclusive to any one country or region, but sp reads

across national borders, andis a transnational phenomenon that threatens the very
basis of the principle of sovereign states upon which the international legal order is

based.

Chairperson,

Sri Lanka is pleased to cooperate with the UNOCT in its key functions and

welcomes the focus on capacity-building assistance to Member States. Sri Lanka

acknowledges with thanks the assistance and close engagement with UNOCT and



CTED especially following the Easter Sunday attacks. We thank the Executive
Director of CTED for her timely visit to Sri Lanka which provided an excellent

opportunity for her to meet with high-level Sri Lankan officials. We Appreciate the

UNOCT led Missions to explore the establishment of a Countering Terrorist

Travel Programme and to holdcapacitybuildingtrainingprograms with relevant
agencies on countering financing 





It is p ertinent at this time to recall that the conclus ion of a CCIT was one of the key
comp onents of the 2006 Plan ofAction to combat T errorism.

Finally, as we celebrate 75 years of multilateral cooperation next year, it must be

seen as the ideal and decisive opportunity for Member States to summon the
requisite political will to bring these negotiations to a successful conclusion. To

that end, Sri Lanka urges Member States to resolve the outstanding differences

without delay. It is imperative that we send a clear message on the resolve of the
international community to combat this phenomenon, for the sake of all victims of

terrorism and for the future of our world. Given the threats we face today, there is

no time more urgent than now to make this happen.

Thank you


