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Another casualty will be the largest mangrove forest of the world, the Sundarbans, about

43 percent of which will be inundated in case of 1 m sea level rise. As the Sundarbans is very

important for Bangladesh from ecological, environmental, geological and economic points of

view, such inundation will have profound impact on us.

Mr. Chair,

Bangladesh appreciates the decision of the Commission to establish an open-ended Study

Group on sea-level rise. Under the able stewardship of the co-chairpersons, we hope the Study
Group will work on the three identified subtopics namely: issues related to the law of the sea,
statehood, and protection of persons affected by sea-level rise, over the next two years and update
the Commission on their findings. We join the Commission in requesting member states to provide
the Commission with information about their respective practices that could be relevant to
addressing sea-level rise. We also urge member States to provide any information related to

statehood and the protection of persons affected by sea-level rise for consideration by the Study
Group during the seventy-third session of the Commission in 2021. Bangladesh will also try the
utmost to provide all relevant information to the Commission in this regard. By way of serving to
progressive development of international law and its codification in the context of sea-level rise,
we also expect that the Commission's work would also lend support to the ongoing political and
normative multilateral efforts to address sea-level rise in particular and climate change in general.

Mr. Chair,
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