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Thank you, Chair.

The critical issue of criminal accountability for UN officials and experts on mission goes
to the heart of the credibility of the United Nations in carrying out its essential work around the
world, as well as to the public's confidence in its ability to protect and serve. The United States
reiterates its firmly held belief that UN officials and experts on mission should be held
accoimtable for the crimes they commit.

The history of this agenda item is well known in this chamber. Years ago, in the wake of
shocking allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse by UN peacekeepers, the General
Assembly issued a call for a zero tolerance policy and began a discussion of criminal
accountability. In his first 9-pIus months in office, the Secretary-General has demonstrated
strong leadership in addressing the scourge of sexual exploitation and abuse within the
Organization, prioritizing the dignity of victims and promoting transparency, accountability, and
prevention efforts. We appreciate the Secretary-General's February 2017 report, which outlined
a new approach to accomplishing these protection endeavors, as well as the efforts of Member
States, Ae Security Council and the General Assembly to maintain prioritization of this issue.
We look forward to continuing to engage with the all facets of the UN on implementing reforms.

While this agenda item originated in those allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse
committed by peacekeeping troops, our work necessarily takes a broader view both in scope of
criminal activity and across the whole of the United Nations. It is noteworthy that of the 20
referrals made to the UN in 2017, as outlined in Annex I of the Secretary-General's report
A/72/205, only two of them related to allegations of crimes involving sexual exploitation and
abuse. Similarly, of the 27 referrals made in 2016 identified in the same annex, only two of
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