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Mr. Chairman, 
 
8. On the issue of rule of law in maintaining peace and security and in response to 
the recent violent reactions across the Middle East and North Africa, Malaysia is firm 
with our stand that such freedom of expression must be exercised with responsibility.  
Freedom and rights must be exercised with caution, respect of others and with 
responsibility in accordance with Article 29 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. In a multicultural, multiracial society like Malaysia, misunderstanding and 
prejudices could easily take place, which would result in unwarranted consequences. 
While individuals are free to express their views, the Government must take into 
account the best interest of the majority and all strata of the society.  It is due to this 
approach that Malaysians continue to enjoy relative peace, security and harmony.  The 
same could apply to the international community in which the interest of all could and 
should be served. 
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