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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Innovations help break down barriers and bridge gaps.  Take the cell phone as an 

example. The impact of mobile technologies in Africa goes far beyond the use of phones in the 

traditional sense. It alters the way business is done, land is cultivated and health care is provided.  

 

Today, there are more Africans with a mobile phone than electrical sockets to charge it. 

Broadband penetration is on the rise, especially through increased access to undersea cables.  

 

While the effects of broadband on economic growth are still being measured, the World 

Bank estimates that a 10 percent increase in broadband penetration can lead to a 1.4 per cent 

boost in per capita GDP.  

 

However, the infrastructure is not evenly distributed. Because of this, the poor and those 

living in rural areas lack important access to modern information and communication 

technologies. More must be done to increase their access to this infrastructure. The mobile phone 

of today can benefit in so many ways, serving as health advisor, bank teller, weather forecaster, 

and many more. In fact, in my first trip to Addis Ababa, I had a chance to discuss with ECA 

Executive Secretary Carlos the use of mobile technologies for data collection – I am sure you 

will hear more from Mr. Carlos on this application.  

 

Technological progress is certainly an important factor in achieving development goals, 

including the MDGs. And sustainable development relies on a balanced interface between policy 

and science, technology and innovation.  

 

Green technologies are essential to providing sustainable energy. Yet, for Energy for All 

to become a reality, we must find a way to utilize the extensive wind, water, solar and 

geothermal potential of the continent.   
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These are some of the questions we wish to address today.  

 

Indeed, there are no easy answers. But we can learn from the many success stories that 

are found here, in Africa.   

 

Let’s start with education.. Success in expanding access to universal primary education 

across Africa is crucial to the absorption of technology. The huge potential of bottom-up 

innovation can be eventually tapped.  

 

Advancing digital literacy should now become an objective of every national education 

strategy.  

 

Equally, science education should be an integral part of primary, secondary and tertiary 

curricula. 

 

But governments must and can do more.   

 

For example, by establishing a comprehensive policy framework for innovation that take 

into account the lifecycle of developing, financing and marketing innovation. 

 

Funding for research and development is a crucial element but is usually a major 

constraint in Africa. 

 

Lack of human capital, likewise critical, is also l
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I look forward to your ideas and concrete recommendations. I wish you successful 

deliberations. 

 

Thank you.                          

 

 

****** 


