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 C’est un honneur et un privilège pour moi de prendre la parole 

à cette session annuelle ministérielle du Conseil Economique et 

Social (ECOSOC) du Département des Affaires Economiques et 

Sociales des Nations Unies (UNDESA) au nom de la Directrice 

Générale de l’UNESCO, Mme Irina Bukova, et en mon nom 

propre pour apporter ma contribution et celle de l’UNESCO au 

débat en cours sur l’atteinte des objectifs millienaire de 

développement (OMD) et de l’Eduction pour Tous en Afrique 

(l’EPT) d’ici 2015 tout en insistant plus particulièrement sur le 

droit à une éducation de qualité pour tous les enfants africains 

sans distinction de sexe, de religion, d’ethnie, de statut social et 

d’origine géographique. 

 

Je voudrais avant de poursuivre mes propos remercier tout 

d’abord, le gouvernement et le peuple togolais pour l’accueil 

chaleureux qu’ils nous ont réservé et pour l’organisation 

parfaite en terre africaine du Togo de cette importante 
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or development partner can do it alone, that financial and 

human resources are not the only solution to facilitating the 

attainment of MDGs and EFA goals. Paramount for the success 

is the need to prioritise implementable solutions built into the 

national development plans and medium term expenditure 

frameworks. Efficient and effective coordination combined 

with a wise and optimal utilization of resources as well as 

accountability and the ownership of the process by 

governments and civil society actors will significantly ensure 

good progress to meeting the targets. Governments would 

then have to lead the process based on research and 

evidence of what works guided by rights based approach in 

the delivery of quality education. Should this approach be 

embraced, then the future prospect is good even if it is 

generally established that many countries in the Africa region 

will not attain all the EFA goals by 2015. 

 

 We need to learn in particular why Mauritius is able to be on 

track even where it could be argued that it is not endowed 

with a lot of resources. It has been proven that the economic 

growth rate and human development in general of Mauritius 

surpasses many a wealthy nation. The question is how can 

other African governments draw lessons from the Mauritius 

experience, adopt and adapt it to their own country context.  

 

 

The overwhelming majority of African countries reaffirm the 

right to education as a constitutional right. As a matter of fact, 

the right to free and compulsory education is clearly stipulated 

in their Constitutions that also emphasize human rights as 

enshrined in a variety of international human rights treaties.  

 

Statistical information clearly demonstrates access to all levels 

and types of education in Africa has rapidly expanded over 

the past two decades. But this impressive expansion has been 

detrimental to quality.  
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