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My introductory remarks will cover two areas: 
 

1. How we as the UN can best help countries to move towards 
a sustainable development path; and  

2. 
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o One hope from the Earth Summit was that environmental 
issues would achieve full importance in development decision-
making. This is the essence of Ensuring environmental 
sustainability- Millennium Development Goal 7 as a cross 
cutting issue to all development sectors which impact the 
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1. Transparency, measurement and information 
 
 
Transparency creates incentives for change and strengthens 
participation of other stakeholders (NGOs, community groups, 
business circles, other authorities) with effective mechanisms of 
information disclosure and consultations; reporting on results, and 
other processes to ensure accountability. The development of 
country capacities for measurement, monitoring, statistical 
analysis and effective information management is a much valued 
UN role. A recent UNDP review of MDG experiences revealed 
weaknesses in the current systems.  
 
Yet, we have found that countries with a clear, evidence-based 
and widely shared vision of how they want to manage their 
environmental resources, together with mechanisms to track 
progress are those that are making achievements in sustainable 
development.  
 
A reliable and transparent tracking of progress towards 
environmental sustainability provides essential public judgment 
incentives, complementing financial and normative incentives to 
pursue environmental sustainability. Institutional incentives 
include clear priorities as well as appropriate verifiable and time-
bound targets and corresponding indicators of progress. 
 
2. Foster mechanisms to stimulate increased financial flows 
 
Progress in sustainable development requires effective policies, 
institutions and financing.  Predictable financing is essential. Too 
few policies have been established and too few resources have 
been allocated to facilitate the true integration of environment into 
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them and creating new ones.  Dealing with issues such as climate 
change clearly requires additional resources.   
 
Three actions are critical for financing climate change a) 
encourage the right market conditions globally and nationally, b) 
mobilize financing additional to existing ODA promises to improve 
mitigation and adaptation efforts, and c) direct the financial 
benefits generated by carbon markets to the people who need 
them most. Climate change impacts on human communities and 
economic sectors cannot be ignored.  
 
The carbon market is already playing an important role in shifting 
private investment flows to mitigate climate change and support 
development. However it cannot work alone, and major 
improvements are needed. In order for markets to work for human 
development, the UN needs to encourage additional support and 
the right policies to create conducive conditions for planning and 
quality investments in key economic sectors.  Bringing concrete 
ideas for the negotiation process will be critically important, based 
on experience of what works around the world.  This is an exciting 
agenda, calling for innovative approaches. 
 
3. Foster global learning through the sharing of experiences 

in sustainable development achievements  
 
While effective country responses – policies, institutional capacity 
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global threat, the concept of sustainable development is being 
increasingly cited with respect to dealing with the threats of 
climate change. In addition, millions of small and large decisions 
relating to sustainable development have created significant 
change throughout the world. The 16 years since the Earth 
Summit, therefore, should not be seen as years of failure, but 
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2. The role of ECOSOC and especially the first DCF as an 
opportunity for a global and multi-stakeholder dialogue on 
key challenges 
 
 
• The ECOSOC is the right forum for the UN to discuss global 

development policies and to attempt to ensure that policies for 
development, for instance in areas of aid, trade, investment 
and capital flows, the environment, migration, technology and 
intellectual property rights are at best - coherent and at least - 
not contradictory. Lack of consistency in policies or in country 
interventions has been harmful to sustainable human 
development. Progress in sustainable development requires 
effective policies, institutions and financing. 

 
• Contradictions matter and are harmful. Not meeting 

commitments to scale up ODA within a defined timeframe, for 
example, can set back national development planning efforts 
and disrupt development processes.  As does failure to secure 
a fair trade deal.  As does failure to reach agreement on strong 
global action to curb carbon emissions. 

 
• The value added of the ECOSOC DCF is to enable a broader 

multi-stakeholder dialogue to inform the ECOSOC inter-
governmental process and promotnarrow
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support the integration of global sustainable development 
principles, agreed upon at the ECOSOC, into policy-making and 
development cooperation at country level.   
 
In fact, and speaking for UNDP, or principal role in this changing 
world must be to support our partner countries in accessing and 
making the best possible use of existing and emerging 
development resources.  It must be about capacity development 
for sustainable development effectiveness, according to the 
priorities of each country.  This is our mission.  This is what we 
are busy doing around the world.  This is what we must become 
ever better at, day in and day out, together with our partners, in 
the coming years.  And what about ECOSOC?  It will take a lot of 
commitment and hard work to address the three deficits I spoke 
about earlier, which are essential for sustainable development: 
international governance, exclusion, and laws of nature.  It will 
take work at many levels.  ECOSOC could play a large, agenda-
setting role in all three respects.   
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