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Background

The 2005 World Summit mandated the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) to
convene an Annual Ministerial Review (AMR) to assess progress made towards the MDGs and the
implementation of the other goals and targets agreed at the major UN conferences and summits over
the past 15 years, which constitute the United Nations Development Agenda (UNDA). The first
AMR was held in July 2007 in Geneva, Switzerland, during the high-level segment of the ECOSOC
substantive session.

The primary objective of the AMR is to promote accountability of or fulfilling the
commitments and to help accelerate and scale-up progress towards the UNDA. It also serves as a
global high-level forum, where lessons learned are exchanged and successful practices and
approaches that merit scaling-up are identified. The theme of the 2008 Review is "Implementing the
internationally agreed goals and commitments in regard to sustainable development™.

AMR Global Preparatory Meeting

The meeting is expected to make substantive contributions to the 2008 AMR by:
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To facilitate a free exchange of views during the discussion, there will be no advance speakers’ list
and interventions should not exceed 3 minutes; prepared statements would be distributed, but
reading them out would be discouraged.

a) AMR: Delivering on implementation

When mandated by Heads of State and Government at the 2005 World Summit, the Annual
Ministerial Review was conceived not as an end in itself, but as a means to improve accountability of partners on the
progress made in implementing the United Nations development agenda and to help speed up implementation by (i)
promoting policy dialogue; (i) enhancing transparency; (iii) encouraging capacity building; (iv) fostering cooperation, and
(v.) promoting follow-up to commitments made.

In 2007, the Council successfully held its first AMR, which included national presentations
by the Ministers of Bangladesh, Barbados, Cambodia, Cape Verde, Ethiopia and Ghana. The
presentations became an occasion for knowledge sharing and information exchange. They prepared
the ground for a candid discussion of the key challenges and obstacles as well as the opportunities
which countries face in making progress towards the United Nations development agenda.

To ensure that the policy messages and ideas reverberate beyond the ECOSOC Chamber
and enrich the development efforts of individual countries, regions, and international partners, the
Council now needs to ensure that the ideas are translated into action. This will require an effective
follow-up process which keeps stakeholders involved beyond the AMR session.

Several measures have already been taken to establish the AMR as a review process, rather
than a one-time review event. The global preparatory event will provide an opportunity to (1) take
stock of the measures that have been taken to date; (2) explore the steps that other, more established,
review mechanisms, which faced similar challenges, have taken; and (3) identify new steps that
ECOSOC could take to ensure a consistent follow-up process for AMR, particularly the National
Voluntary Presentations.

The session will start with an intervention by Mr. Sha Zukang, Under-Secretary-General for
Econimic and Social Affairs, who will share his vision on the future of the AMR and will brief the
Council on the steps which the Secretariat has taken to assist the next group of countries with their
preparations for the 2008 AMR and to assist last year's volunteers with the follow-up of their
presentations. The discussion during the meeting will provide an opportunity to discuss how to build
on these initial steps.

The Council will also hear from the Permanent Representative of Cape Verde, a country that
has participated both in the 2007 Annual Ministerial Review and in the Delivering as One initiative
on the role of the two initiatives in the country’s efforts to achieve the MDGs.

The Council will also benefit from the presentation by the Chair of the
OECD/Development Assistance Committee, Mr. Eckhard Deutscher. Reviews, many of which are
mandatory, are a well established tool within the OECD to assess the quality and efficiency of a
country’s policies, laws, regulations, processes and institutions vis-a-vis those of other member
countries of the OECD. A review in the OECD is the combination of the activity of several actors.
The assessment of the performance of a country in implementing policy recommendations and
guidelines is the most common form of review.



Possible questions for discussion

«  How to strengthen the follow-up to the AMR, particularly national voluntary presentations? How to
translate ideas and proposals into concrete action?

o How to keep stakeholders from both developing and developed countries engaged? How to promote
action in areas where volunteering countries need help from the international community?

«  What has been the experience of other review mechanisms? What could be next steps?

b) ECOSOC'’s role in achieving sustainable development — moving beyond the
mantra of the integration of the three pillars of sustainable development

Environmental concerns need to be treated as part of the broader effort of promoting
development. This is not a new message. Rather it seems like a mantra which has been repeated ever
since the 1987 Brundtland report. With growing scientific evidence and increasing awareness,
however, there is a new momentum built around the urgency of tackling the issue, and this opens a
new window of opportunity for pursuing the goal of sustainable development.

The time for action on the sustainable development agenda is now, and to make concrete
advances on implementation, we need the help of a broad set of stakeholders. This is a key message
which emerged from the E-discussion?, which the UN Department for Economic and Social Affairs
(DESA) and UNDP are currently hosting in preparation of the AMR thematic debate on “Achieving
sustainable development, including through the global partnership for development”.

The E-discussion is focused in particular on three questions: (1) How can we foster the
integration of sustainable development principles into policy making and development cooperation?
(2) How can we move from commitment to action? (3) What can the international community and
ECOSOC in particular do in order to advance sustainable development? The intention of the
meeting is to build on these questions and to ask what role ECOSOC can play through its July
meeting in addressing these questions.

Despite past efforts to integrate the different dimensions of sustainable development, in
many instances countries still lack a comprehensive approach. Economic, social and environmental


http://www.un.org/ecosoc/newfunct/amredis.shtml

Getting the buy-in from the broader public is a sine qua non for translating commitments
into concrete results, since behavioral changes ultimately need to happen at the level of individual
citizens. The session will address the question how ECOSOC can reach out to civil society, academia
and the private sector. How can the Council use established tools such as the NGO Civil Society
Forum and the Innovation Fair most effectively?

Possible questions for discussion:

« How can the 2008 AMR under the auspices of ECOSOC foster the integration of sustainable
development principles in policy-making and development cooperation? Where is its comparative
advantage? How can it add value?

« How can the AMR help in bringing different actors together? How can the Council secure broad
based participation from the private sector and civil society? How should we best use the NGO Civil
Society Forum and the innovation fair for this?

« How can ECOSOC help in strengthening existing initiatives and in bringing new ones on the way?
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