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Excellencies, 
Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This is the first regional seminar convened under the auspices of the Special 
Committee on decolonization during the Third International Decade for the Eradication 
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Decolonization requires the participation of Non-Self Governing Territories and 
their peoples, on a case by case and in accordance with the relevant UN resolutions on 
decolonization. This has become more essential than ever in today more democratic 
governance- and human-rights-oriented world than it was perhaps perceived in the past. 
In this context, the tenets of resolution 1514 (XV) remain as vivid ever to declare that 
"the sUbjection of peoples to alien subjugation, domination and exploitation constitutes a 
denial of fundamental human rights, is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations and 
is an impediment to the promotion of world peace and cooperation. 

The Special Committee has consistently welcomed the Non-Self-Governing 
Territories' internal constitutional review and modernization exercises, where 
appropriate. The current or recently concluded internal constitutional or status reviews in 
the aforementioned United Kingdom and United States-administered Non-Self
Governing Territories by-and-Iarge endorse the current relationship betwe T e r r i t o r i yInd the revspctiov afministereng 
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Last but not least, a fresh approach is needed to address the numerous 
developmental and socio-economic challenges faced by the Non-Self-Governing 
Territories, most of which are comprised of small islands. 

Since the Special Committee holds that such factors as the size of territory, 
population, geographical location and limited natural resources should in no way delay 
decolonization action, it would be useful to examine the historical record of how these 
and other factors helped or hindered the process of decolonization. 

One of the experts present will make later on a special, interactive contribution 
towards such an examination, which would include the exploration of steps by which the 
key principles of the 1960 General Assembly resolutions could today be applied to the 
remaining small island territories to comply with the intent of the resolutions and so make 
progress. 

A focused discussion is needed of how to make progress with the small islands 
Territories - and if that could be connected to further concrete action towards addressing. 
their self-government status, and thus their decolonization. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In conclusion, all of this means first and foremost, that the process of 
decolonization has to be accelerated if tangible progress is to be made during the Third 
International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism in application of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (resolution 1514 
(XV) of 14 December 1960), subsequent relevant General Assembly resolutions, and the 
provisions of the United Nations Charter. 

Based on the results of our work at this seminar, the Special Committee will 
continue its dialogue with France, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and United States. 
Through its Chairman, the Special Committee will ex�0.0016 Tc tC o m m i b l y  a n d  


