With respect to the theme of the Economic and Social
Council for 2022, the Committee focused on how
industrial policies can be wused to address the
simultaneous challenges faced by Governments as they
build forward from the COVID-19 crisis as well as the pre-
existing crises of climate change and inequality. Industrial
policies should contribute to the development of
productive capabilities that can span across sectors and
products and ensure productivity growth, with support
from the education, skills-training and science and
technology systems, and to the development of adequate
infrastructure. Industrial policies should also strongly back
the integration of micro-, small and medium-sized
enterprises into broader productive networks. Post-

The Committee for Development Policy recommends that
the Economic and Social Council encourage Member
States to adopt and implement evidence-based industrial
policies, defined as policies targeting the development of
selected productive capabilities, as a means of building
forward from the pandemic-induced crisis, address the
pre-existing crises of climate change and severe and
growing inequalities, and overcome low- and middle

pandemic industrial policies will need to take into account
new realities, challenges and opportunities, including those
associated with the green and blue economies, but they
can draw important lessons from past experiences to
ensure their effectiveness. Among those are the need to
have clear goals, to be integrated in an economy-wide
structural transformation strategy, to be time-bound and
to incorporate accountability mechanisms as well as
transparent and inclusive decision-making processes.
Fulfilling the potential of industrial policy requires effective
regional and global frameworks, effective institutions and
cooperation, including South-South cooperation, oriented
pragmatically to help developing countries to overcome
constraints in finance, technology and information.
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