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measures, has ensured there have been no Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fisheries in 
the North-East Atlantic for the last ten years or more.  To support transparency, NEAFC 
publishes an annual report on compliance with its regulatory measures, by both Contracting 
Parties and cooperating non-Contracting (https://www.neafc.org/compliance), as well as 
publicly listing its notified and authorised fishing vessels. 
 
While NEAFC adopts management and control measures for 
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responsible bodies within NEAFC. The most recent document is based on the UNGA 
resolution adopted in the previous year (the 2022 UN resolution in this case).  

NEAFC takes seriously its role in supporting UN learning and review processes related to 
global fisheries.  NEAFC participated with presentations and contributed documents to the 
2022 Informal Consultations of State Parties to UNFSA on the ecosystem approach to 
fisheries management.  It also was an active participant and presenter to the 2022 UN 
Workshop on implementation of the UNGA resolutions on impacts of bottom fishing on 
vulnerable marine ecosystems and the long-term sustainability of deep-sea fish stocks.  

 
Transhipment: NEAFC has been reviewing its regulation of transhipments since 2020.  The 
2022 Annual Meeting adopted a binding recommendation on controls applicable to 
transhipments at sea to improve monitoring and control of these operations.  This amends 
the NEAFC Scheme to control transhipment at sea involving regulated resources caught in 
the Regulatory Area, whether or not the transhipment occurred outside the Regulatory or 
Convention Area. One Party is not bound by these new regulations. 
 
Discards: NEAFC has had a discard ban in place since 2010, however this was of limited 
scope in terms of the NEAFC stocks it covered and also was not binding on one of the 
Contracting Parties due to an objection.   NEAFC started a process in 2020 to review its 
regulations in terms the level of ambition and scope.   At the same time ICES was requested 
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NEAFC remains engaged with the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, being a partner in 
the Deep-Sea
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In 2022 ICES also carried out a benchmarking exercise on its advice process for VMEs.  This 
was with the aim of 
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translated into practical measures to improve the status of such sharks, rays and chimaeras, 
but the next meeting of NEAFC and OSPAR under the collective arrangement will discuss this 
alongside new work by ICES.  
 
NEAFC continues nevertheless to apply its existing protections.  As previously reported, 
fishing bans under binding Recommendations for conservation and management measures 
for porbeagle, basking shark, deep sea sharks, rays and chimaeras, remain in place until the 
end of 2023. In 2023 NEAFC added six species of chimaera to the Scheme of Control and 
Enforcement. This will enable reporting of the species as bycatch, and could open a path to 
them being added to the existing ban on targeted fishing of three chimaera species.   
 
In 2022 ICES advised a non-zero catch advice for 2023-2024 (around 220 tonnes) for 
porbeagle, reflecting a slight increase in the stock biomass.  Nevertheless, no proposal was 
made by NEAFC to restart the fishery.    In the case of spurdog, for which a fishery closure had 
been in place for since 2009, ICES advised in 2022 that the stock was recovering from a low 
biomass in the mid-2000s. The catch advised for the stock was therefore increased from zero 
catch to catches of no more than 17 353 tonnes and 17 855 tonnes in 2023 and 2024 
respectively.   NEAFC agreed a recommendation to allow a fishery to restart, with a catch 
matched to the ICES advice.  In doing this, the NEAFC Contracting Parties noted that only a 
gradual expansion of the fishery should be allowed, and that extreme caution would be 
needed to avoid a return to poor stock status in a few years.  

Ecosystem Based Management of Fisheries (EBFM) 

As reported above, NEAFC contributed to the Informal Consultations of State Parties (ICSP) 
to UNFSA held in 2022 on the ecosystem approach to fisheries management.   The NEAFC 
Permanent Committee on Management and Science has continued a discussion on EBFM 
that had been started by NEAFC in 2020 but had been postponed due to key inputs being 
delayed by the pandemic.  This included the ICSP and work under the Northwest Atlantic 
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insufficient data, with inadequate resolution to answer the questions arising.   New data 
calls and workshops by ICES are
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and GFCM initiated a pilot project on Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS).  The Terms of 
Reference for this ongoing project include NEAFC sharing information and experience with 
GFCM on legal and technical requirements related to a centralised/regional VMS, roles of 
parties and the Secretariat, communication formats, data management and governance.   
 
NEAFC is also cooperating with the UN FAO as it continues to develop its Global Information 
Exchange System (GIES) for the Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA).  The PSMA forms a 
minimum standard for NEAFC, noting the electronic 


