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stands approximately one kilometre above the surrounding seafloor (Figure 1) 
and will be compensated by a crustal root several kilometres thicker than 
adjoining ocean crust.  Robbie Ridge forms the basement for Tokelau and is 
distinct from “rocks of the deep ocean floor” formed by normal seafloor spreading 
processes. 
 
As such, Robbie Ridge forms the natural prolongation of Tokelau and the 
continental margin extends to where Robbie Ridge gives way to the deep ocean 
floor.  This is well defined around much of Robbie Ridge (Figure 1).  
 
The continental margin extends beyond 200 nautical miles of Tokelau’s territorial 




