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Misuse of digital technology does not mean that we cast it aside. Instead, we should harness 
the power of this new technological advances to deliver positive solutions .  
 
We therefore, need to closely monitor evolving trends and threats and be innovative in our 
responses. 
 
We also need to monitor and analyze the psycho-social, economic and political consequences 
associated with COVID-19. In doing so, we will be able to predict and pre-empt endeavors by 
terrorists and radicals who seek to exploit such vulnerabilities.  
 
We must ensure that we have the right tools  to stay ahead of terrorists and radical groups 
including far-right extremists, neo-Nazis and all other hate mongers.  
 
We need to apply behavioral science to analyze on-line hate speech and xenophobic narratives.  
 
To do so efficiently, social media companies need to be more collaborative with state and non-
state stakeholders in terms of data access and information sharing. Removing hate speech or 
racist discourse from 



As co-chairs of the UNOCT’s working group of preventing and countering violent extremism we 
are promoting a number of tools from our toolbox to address those drivers. 
 
For example the sports tool.  
 
We are very proud of our partnership with UNOCT in the United Nations Global Programme on 
the Security of Major Sporting Events, and Promotion of Sport and its Values as a Tool to 
Prevent Violent Extremism.  
 
Sports proved to be an excellent tool that creates a sense of belonging to the community and 
reduces prejudices particularly among underprivileged communities.  
 
In fact we believe that all forms of human expressions such as arts, music, film are universal 
languages that breaks barriers and builds bridges of understanding. These are tools that we 
have deployed on the ground through our work with grassroots, youth-led organizations and 
faith-based organizations.  
 
In this context, it is useful to also examine the psychological impact of these tools on positive 
behavioral changes in identity-based settings. 
 
 Concluding, I congratulate you once again for this integrative approach to countering 
terrorism that will help in  both the understanding of terrorism, and the development of 
ways to counter it.  It complements existing global strategies in combatting violent extremism 
conducive to terrorism.  
 
Myself and my team stand ready to support this new initiative and collaborate with you in its 
implementation. 
 
I thank you.  
 
 
 
 
 
   
 


