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A: Over the past two years, a new 
threat has emerged through terror-
ist organizations such as Da’esh [ISIL/
ISIS] and Boko Haram. The Security 
Council, CTC, and CTED are very 
concerned. Counter-terrorism has 
become a central issue on the Security 
Council’s agenda. Never before has the 
Security Council been as seized of this 
issue as it was last year. 

Because Da’esh is not only a terrorist 
organization but also a criminal group 
which depends on financial resources, 
the Security Council is also looking at 
the financing of terrorist organizations. 
Resolution 2178 (2015) aims to prevent 
and discourage the recruitment, travel 
and financing of foreign terrorists, 
whereas in resolution 2195 (2015) the 
Council recognized the links between 
organized crime and terrorism. 

In the past, Al-Qaida operated through 
sporadic terrorist acts. They perpe-
trated attacks in New York, London, 
and Madrid, among other places, but 
these were quite different from the 
actions of Da’esh. Da’esh constitutes 
a different type of threat because it 
attempts to emulate a political, admin-
istrative, and financial structure hold-
ing and controlling vast territories, 
ensuring funding for its operations 
through criminal activities. The role 
of financial institutions such as the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the Financial Action Task Force 
(FAFT) is therefore very important.

In the case of Boko Haram, border con-
trol issues must be addressed. They are 
taking advantage of the porous borders 
in the region to regroup and recruit in 
neighbouring countries. Addressing 
this threat requires sub-regional 

cooperation. Recently, Chad, Niger, 
Nigeria, and Cameroon have stepped up 
their cooperation under the umbrella of 
the African Union to reverse this trend. 
The Counter-Terrorism Committee 
recently made a visit to the region to 
stress the United Nations’ willingness 
to cooperate in these efforts. Military 
actions are essential and will be under-
taken when necessary, but at the same 
time the Security Council has insisted 
that this work be done in conjunction 
with strengthening the rule of law and 
countering violent extremism. 
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