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continues to ripple outward like never-ending waves of grief. I hope you learn to carry it 
lightly. 
 
There is no justification for attacking defenseless children while they learn.  
 
As the Secretary-
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First, we need to be more inclusive. We need to be better at putting victims first, giving 
them a voice and engaging with them and reflecting their concerns. In this regard, victims of 
terrorism and victims’ associations must be included in all our efforts to counter-terrorism 
and prevent violent extremism conducive to terrorism.  
 
Second, we must encourage existing national and regional systems to step up and play their 
vital role in helping victims of terrorism who require long-term support to recover and cope 
with the impact of terror attacks, including medical, financial, and psychosocial support. 
 
Child and youth victims process their experience of terrorist acts differently to adults and are 
often among those most vulnerable to their effects. Children require specialized and age- 
appropriate support delivered with the best interests of the child as the primary 
consideration. 
 
There is also a crucial need for specialised gender-sensitive services embedded in 
community, whilst providing protection, reparation, and access to justice for victims and 
survivors. 
 
Third, we need to enshrine victims’ rights in domestic legislation and develop national 
comprehensive assistance plans, as called for in General Assembly resolution 73/305. 
 
In this regard, many Member States still need to establish and strengthen domestic 
legislative frameworks to protect, promote and fulfil the rights of victims at the national 
level for accountability and sustainability, in line with international standards and 
obligations, including international law.  
 
The United Nations stands ready to assist requesting Member States in developing National 
Comprehensive Assistance Plans.  
 
We are also ready to help strengthen and develop legislation on victims of terrorism, in line 
with the Model Legislative Provisions that were launched by the United Nations Office of 
Counter-Terrorism, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the Inter-
Parliamentary Union earlier this year. 
 
 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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We also understand the power and strength of partnerships 


