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I would like to thank the Governments of Norway, Saudi Arabia, the Russian Federation, and 
Kazakhstan, as well as the European Union for their generous contributions to the various phases of 
implementation of the Joint Plan of Action. As a result of this important financial support, UNOCT, 
UNRCCA and other key United Nations entities have been able to successfully complete three phases of 
the Joint Plan of Action’s implementation, with significant results.  
 

We have convened dozens of capacity-building workshops and trained thousands of Central 
Asian frontline officials, local practitioners and relevant stakeholders – including women’s and other civil 
society bodies – on the effective implementation of counter-terrorism and prevention of violent 
extremism practices, such as on border management, countering the financing of terrorism, and 
safeguarding the Internet from terrorist abuse.  
 

All of our capacity-building initiatives are fully in line with the United Nations Global Counter-
Terrorism Strategy, especially the emphasis it places on protecting human rights, international law, civic 
space, and victims of terrorism.  
 

I am particularly pleased with the good progress that Member States of Central Asia have made 
on the adoption, implementation and strengthening of their national strategies and action plans on 
counter-terrorism and prevention of violent extremism. This gives us the impetus to continue providing 
our 
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Excellencies,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

As we embark upon Phase IV of the implementation of the Joint Plan of Action, which was 
launched at a regional event in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, in December last year, it is important that we take 
stock of our important achievements and direct our attention and resources towards the key objectives 
for this phase.  
 

As with previous phases, Phase IV of the Joint Plan of Action prioritizes the General Assembly’s 
call to ensure the repatriation, rehabilitation and reintegration of foreign terrorist fighters and associated 
individuals in the region, understand and address the ways through which new technologies can be 
abused by terrorist groups, and support 


