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Madam President,  
Excellencies,  
 
I would like to thank you for this opportunity to brief the Security Council.  
 
My briefing will focus on the terrorist threat to international peace and security, especially in 
the northeast of the Syrian Arab Republic.  
 
I look forward to soon briefing the Council in more detail based upon the forthcoming 14th 
report of the Secretary-General on the threat posed by Da’esh to international peace and 
security, which will be issued at the end of this month. 
 
I am deeply concerned about the attack Da’esh launched last week at al-Sina’a prison in Al-
Hasakah city in northeast Syria, and the ongoing fighting that has also affected the civilian 
population.  
 
The attack has resulted in the escape of an unknown number of Da’esh prisoners from a facility 
reported to hold around 3,000 Da’esh fighters. UNICEF estimates that the prison also held 
nearly 700 children. I am appalled by reports that Da’esh has used these children as human 
shields.  
 
Although the group’s barbarism should come as no surprise, these children have been left prey 
to be used and abused in this way. You may remember that during my briefing to the Council in 
2020 I called for the children to be taken out of harm’s way. I support UNICEF Executive 
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Only hours after the attack in Al-Hasakah, Da’esh fighters attacked an army barracks located 
north of Baghdad, killing at least 11 soldiers.  
 
These attacks highlight two pressing areas of concern.  
 
First, they are not isolated incidents.  
 
The Secretary-General’s reports have warned that the threat posed by Da’esh is growing, 
including in the Syrian Arab Republic.  
 
Since its territorial collapse, the group has focused on reconstituting its capabilities, continued 
to maintain clandestine cells, pursued a protracted terrorist insurgency, and maintained 
sizeable numbers, the majority of which are based in Iraq. 
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The Global Framework is co-led by UNICEF and my Office and provides a whole-of-UN approach 
that responds to the humanitarian assistance and protection needs of children and adults, and 
supports requesting Member States to promote security and address accountability in the 
repatriation, prosecution, rehabilitation, and reintegration process. 
 
The repatriation of third country nationals from Syria and Iraq remains a major priority for the 
United Nations and we stand ready as a reliable partner to Member States in responding to 
these challenges. 
 
Da’esh’s attempts to break its fighters free from prison underlines the need to bring them to 
justice as soon as possible, and ensure accountability to break the cycle of violence. 
 
I would like to pay tribute to the work of UNITAD in this regard. 
I also welcome the new provisions on so-called battlefield evidence adopted by this Council in 
its resolution 2617 extending the mandate of our colleagues from the Counter-Terrorism 
Committee Executive Directorate. 
 
Madam President,  
 
For over twenty years, the leadership of a united Security Council has been decisive for 
international counter-terrorism efforts. And one key lesson is that military responses are 
necessary but not sufficient in addressing the terrorist threat.  
 
We need consistent, coordinated, and comprehensive efforts across countries, sectors, and 
disciplines, anchored in human rights and the rule of law, to address terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations, while ensuring respect for international humanitarian law.  
 
The United Nations, working through the Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact, will 
continue to support Member States in countering terrorism.  
 
I thank you.  


