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Their regional affiliates are seeking to expand their reach – especially in Africa and 

Central Asia. They are trying to exploit grievances and prolonged conflicts to fuel instability. 
 
Thousands of terrorists remain at large and could seek to relocate to other conflict 

zones and fragile areas in seeking opportunities to create sleeper cells, plan and inspire 
attacks, and recruit new individuals to their ranks. 

 
At the same time, fuelled by the COVID-19 infodemic of hate and conspiracy theories, 

transnational threats stemming from neo-Nazism, white supremacy and other racially and 
ethnically motivated violent extremist movements, laced with misogyny, remain an 
increasing concern. 

 
Fragmented and leaderless, terrorists are resorting to often low-cost, low-tech, 

copycat attacks by lone individuals or small groups, aiming at soft and symbolic targets.  
 
The threat transcends borders through xenophobic narratives, networking and mutual 

inspiration online, terrorist mobility, and growing nexus with transnational crime.  
 
It creates frontier challenges, including addressing the use of cryptocurrencies for 

financing, online video games for recruitment, fringe social media platforms for 
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I commend the leadership of a number of the OSCE participating States which have 
repatriated their nationals from Syria and Iraq, and I reiterate the call of the United Nations 
Secretary-General to all concerned States to follow this example. 

 
The United Nations Counter-Terrorism Centre in my Office leads, jointly with UNICEF, 

a Global Framework to coordinate support from 15 United Nations entities to requesting 
Member States regarding individuals returned from or remaining in Syria and Iraq. 

 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I would like to conclude by commending the Conference’s comprehensive approach 

to addressing the threat of terrorism and violent extremism. I hope today’s event will lay the 
foundation for a new phase of collaboration between the United Nations and the OSCE. 

 
Thank you. 


