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Thank you, Chair. 
 
I am pleased to participate in this interesting panel discussion on mental health and 
psychosocial support in peacebuilding and development. 
 
I know that some of you are asking yourselves, what has the United Nations Office of Counter-
Terrorism got to do with today’s panel? 
 
Well, a lot, actually. 
 
Let me first talk about the current terrorist landscape, and then about some of our programmes 
that correspond to that landscape and that are relevant to the topic. 
 
Last July, UNOCT held a week-long virtual conference to help Member States and civil society 
take stock of the effect the pandemic would have on terrorism and efforts to combat it.  
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They have ramped up their propaganda efforts in cyberspace to target captive online 
audiences, especially youth, confined at home, many of them out of school or out of jobs. 
 
With their ability to conduct attacks overseas stymied by pandemic-related travel restrictions, 
terrorists have continued to inspire others to attack at home. But they have also sought to take 
advantage of government forces re-deployed to address, or weakened by, the effects of the 
pandemic.  
 
The result has been
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Lastly, our UN Counter-Terrorism Centre has also developed a new Global PCVE Programme to 
streamline our offer of support, in partnership with UNDP and other UN entities, under nine 
mutually reinforcing portfolios, including education, human rights, youth, and strategic 
communications.  
 
This programme will ensure that we mainstream gender, conflict-sensitivity, monitoring and 
evaluation and the do-no-harm principle in our PCVE work. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
In today’s isolated work and pandemic stress environment, mental health and psychosocial 
support are crucial for building resilient communities. UNOCT and the 43 entities that make up 
the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Compact are fully committed to supporting Members States 
and our civil society partners in addressing all these challenges.  
 
We look forward to continue working with all of you to pursue new projects and innovative 
ideas that will take us one step closer to a future without terrorism. 
 
Thank you Chair. 


