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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is my pleasure to deliver the keynote speech at this Bioterrorism Livestream Conference 
– the first of its kind, convening representatives from government, academia and the 
private sector, including business, trade and insurance areas. 
 
On behalf of the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT), I would like to 
thank the Right Honourable the Lord Browne of Ladyton, the University of Cambridge and 
Pool Reinsurance for organizing this important conference.  
 
The high-level representation at this meeting shows the importance attached to this 
subject and I would like to acknowledge the participation of esteemed representatives of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: 
 

• the Right Honourable the Lord Darling of Roulanish, former Chancellor of the 
Exchequer;  

• the Right Honourable Ms. Amber Rudd, former Home Secretary;  
• the Right Honourable the Lord Sedwill, the recently retired Head of the Civil 

Service, Cabinet Secretary and National Security Adviser to Her Majesty’s 
Government;  

• Mr. Bruce Carnegie-Brown, Chairman of Lloyds of London; 
• Mr. Tom Hurd, Director General, Office for Security and Counter-Terrorism; and 
• Dr. Karin Von-Hippel, Director General, Royal United Services Institute. 
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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There was broad agreement on the urgent need to prevent and establish the necessary 
response mechanisms against the threat of weaponization of biological materials by non-
state actors. 
 
And we have taken action accordingly. My Office is working closely with INTERPOL, WHO 
and ODA in the field of bio-risk mitigation. 
  
Specifically, UNOCT is supporting a UN Counter-Terrorism Working Group in 
implementing a project focused on establishing and enhancing inter-agency cooperation 
in the case of a chemical and/or biological attack. 
 
Additionally, UNOCT is implementing a global programme that includes capacity-building 
activities to prevent and respond to bioterrorism, including training for law enforcement 
on outbreak containment, biological countermeasures and countering clandestine 
laboratories. 
 
Lastly, through its joint Global Study, UNOCT in partnership with INTERPOL, will offer 
analysis of intelligence-based information to help the international community and 
Member States assess the threat of CBRN terrorism.   
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 


