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The update report that the General Assembly encouraged the Secretary-General to submit by 

the end of February 2021 was issued last week.  

This report (A/75/729) covers 2020 and should be considered in conjunction with the initial 

report of the Secretary-General (A/74/677) issued in February 2020, in line with General 

Assembly resolution 72/284.  

Today, I will brief you on key elements of the update as well as the initial report.  

We received submissions from 44 Member States and 5 regional organizations for the initial 

report, and from 50 Member States and 15 international and regional organizations for the 

update report. 

My Office also invited civil society to provide inputs and we received submissions from 55 civil 

society organizations from around the world for the initial report and 53 for the update. 
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In June, we will mark the fifteenth anniversary of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism 

Strategy
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Member States need to stay focused on degrading the capabilities of terrorist groups and 

denying them operational space and opportunities to strike, including by strengthening border 

security and countering terrorist travel; enhancing the use of intelligence, including financial 

intelligence; suppressing the financing of terrorism and addressing its evolving linkages with 

organized crime; preventing terrorists from acquiring weapons; and collecting, investigating, 

and using admissible evidence in courts of law. 

Accountability is essential to break the cycle of impunity and terrorist violence.  

Member States need to develop effective strategies for prosecution, rehabilitation and 

reintegration that prevent recidivism, are based on human rights and the rule of law, and take 

gender and age into account. 

It is especially urgent that the international community solves the protracted issue of ISIL 

members, especially associated women and children, stranded in deplorable conditions in 

camps in Syria and Iraq, les
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Fifth, we need to rise to the challenges and opportunities brought by new technologies. 

There needs to be a steep change in how the international community mitigates the 

exploitation of rapidly developing new technologies by criminals for-hire and terrorists, 

including artificial intelligence, encryption, block-chain technology, synthetic biology, 

commercial 3-D printing and drones. 

All these new technologies create new vulnerabilities, lower the barriers to prohibited weapons 

and offer new methods for conducting and delivering terrorist attacks. 

Social media platforms have been facing intense scrutiny and criticism over the spread of 

terrorist content. 

Engagement and partnership with industry, academia and civil society is essential to keep pace 

in the rapidly changing tech environment, closing regulatory loopholes and filling human and 

technological capability gaps exploited by criminals, while nurturing innovation. 

Sixth, embedding human rights and gender equality in our approach is critical. 

Efforts to combat terrorism must not compromise human rights under any circumstances.  

Adequate safeguards should be put in place to prevent counter-terrorism measures from being 

applied arbitrarily, unneT
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Mr. President, 

Dear Colleagues, 

The report and update report of the Secretary-General outlines the support that the United 

Nations system has provided to Member States for the past three years, across the four pillars 

of the Strategy, always upon request. 

The bulk of counter-terrorism assistance today is provided outside the United Nations 

framework, mostly bilaterally by Member States, which have the principal responsibility for 

implementing the Strategy. 

Thanks to the reform of the United Nations counter-terrorism architecture and the 

establishment of my Office in June 2017, the United Nations system has made solid progress to 

better support Member States. 

To complete the reform, the Secretary-General launched in December 2018 the United Nations 

Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact – one of the largest cross-pillar coordination 

mechanisms in the United Nations system, bringing together 43 entities.  

The Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Platform that my Office launched online at the 

onset of the COVID-19 pandemic last year now connects focal points from 131 Member States. 

I led a change management process to strengthen the internal organization of my Office, its 

project management capacity, and the profile of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Centre 

as a Centre of Excellence.  

We consolidated our offer of capacity-building support around flagship programmes – like the 

United Nations Countering Terrorist Travel Programme – that consider the technical 

assessment recommendations from the Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate 

and leverage the mandate and expertise of our partners. 

We have come a long way and we must now attain a sustainability model to put UN counter-

terrorism efforts on a solid, durable footing. 
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I would like to elaborate on three points that you may want to consider in your deliberations, in 

addition to thematic priorities and the strategic outlook for the United Nations counter-

terrorism efforts. 

First, Member States may want to further facilitate joint planning and result-oriented, capacity-

building coordination through the Counter-Terrorism Compact.  

This could for instance be achieved through the development of voluntary national and/or 

regional implementation plans by Member States, in partnership with the United Nations, 

guided by the recommendations of the Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee based 

on CTED’s assessments.  

Such plans could facilitate prioritized and coordinated United Nations technical assistance, 

based upon national ownership and needs, with defined activities, outputs and outcomes that 

could be used to measure progress and impact.  

In the same vein, Member States could support coordination initiatives and capacities in the 

field to strengthen the provision of support to requesting Member States. 

For instance, based on requests from Member States, UNOCT is pursuing opportunities to shift 

programme and project positions to the field to be closer to its beneficiaries, strengthen 

coordination and coherence with partners and lead to more impactful and cost-efficient 

delivery. 

We have already opened Programme Offices in Hungary and Qatar and look forward to opening 

new ones in the coming months in Morocco, Spain and Kenya. I am thankful to the respective 

countries for their support.  

Second

, 

. 
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Mr. President, 

Dear Colleagues, 

This historic seventy-fifth anniversary of the Organization is a reminder of the strength of the 

United Nations: its universal normative mandate, its convening power, its global reach and its 

multidimensional expertise. 

These advantages need to be fully harnessed in the fight against terrorism to promote and 

enable principled action by Member States, and stronger international, multi-stakeholder 

cooperation. 

Multilateralism and international solidarity are essential to fighting terrorism.  

I urge Member States to seize this seventh biennial review of the United Nations Global 

Counter-Terrorism Strategy to maintain consensus and pursue practical dialogue and 

cooperation against terrorism. 

The United Nations system is standing by you, and we look forward to the guidance of the 

General Assembly. 

I thank you for your attention. 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on Seventh Review of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, 

please visit: https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/un-global-counter-terrorism-strategy 
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